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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  HEALTH 

AUTHORITY. 

(as  at  31st  December,  1957). 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Principal  School  Medical  Officer: 

George  W.  Murray,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

David  W.  Wauchob,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  b.a.o.,  d.p.h. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers: 

Kathleen  Ball,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

Marie-Joyce  Ribchester,  l.r.c.p.  & s.,  (Edinburgh), 

L.R.F.p.  & s.  (Glasgow). 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

John  Pickard  (a)  (5). 

Chief  Administrative  Assistant: 

John  A.  Bentley,  d.p.a. 

Superintendent  Nursing  Officer: 

Miss  W.  Barlow  (c)  (d)  (e)  (/)  (g). 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector : A.  Daniel  (a)  (b)  ; Chief  Meat  and  Food 
Inspector : L.  Shepley  (a)  (b)  ; Public  Health  Inspectors : A.  E.  Fitton  (a),  E.  Smith, 
(a),  W.  Moister  (a),  T.  W.  Lomax  (d)  (b),  E.  W.  Burrows  (a)  (b),  J.  Parkinson 
(a)  (b),  L.  Moorhouse  (a)  (b),  L.  W.  Ormrod  (a)  {b),  J.  Gibson  (a)  (b),  R.  Wright 
(a)  (ex-trainee,  appointed  Public  Health  Inspector  18.7.57),  Trainee  Public  Health 
Inspector : F.  Hayward  ; Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector : E.  L.  Cobb  ,-  Pestologist : 
A.  H.  How.\rd. 

Abattoirs  Superintendent : 

W.  Riley  (a)  (5) 

Health  Visitors: 

A.  Brining  (c)  {e)  (/)  {g),  E.  M.  Butler  (c)  {e)  (/),  A.  Leach  (c)  (e)  (/),  M. 
Partington  (c)  (d)  (e),  L.  M.  A.  Rice  (c)  {e)  (/),  M.  Ryder  (c)  (d)  (e)  (/),  D. 
Salisbury  (c)  {e)  (/),  R.  Shaw  (c)  {e)  (/)  {g),  P.  Wroe  (c)  (e)  (/) ; Tuberculosis 
Nurses:  D.  Harrison  (c)  {e)  (/),  K.  Watson  (c)  (d)  {e),  F.  Nightingale  (c)  {e)  (/). 

Municipal  Midwives: 

G.  Dixon  {e),  E.  V.  Fisher  {e),  L.  Hill  (c)  (e),  R.  Giles  (c)  (e). 

Home  Nurses: 

D.  Bennett  (c)  J.  M.  Brady  (c).  I.  M.  Clayton  (c). 

Mr.  E.  Cochrane  (c).  S.  E.  Cooper  (c).  I.  Dewhurst  (c). 

C.  Dobson  (c)  (d).  R.  Elliott  (c).  R.  M.  Evans  (c). 

A.  Fullerton  (c)  (e)  (j).  E.  A.  Greatorex  (c)  (e)  (d).  M.  Howarth  (c). 

F.  M.  A.  Howarth  (c)  (e).  R.  A.  Matkin  (c).  A.  Myles  (c). 

M.  McRoy  (c)  (d).  L.  M.  Robinson  (c).  M.  Rossall  (c)  (e)  (d)  (g)  (h) 

E.  Young  (c).  G.  Schofield  (c)  (e).  L.  M.  Taylor  (c)  (e). 
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Mental  Health  Staff; 

Duly  Authorised  Officers — D.  Taylor,  H.  J.  Corpe. 

Mental  Health  Worker — Miss  R.  W.  Halsall,  b.a.,  (Admin.)  Manchester  1952. 
A.M.I.A. 

Occupation  Centre: 

Supervisor:  Mrs.  L.  V.  Higham. 

Assistant  Supervisors;  Mrs.  M.  G.  Griffiths,  Miss  K.  Parr. 

Administrative  and  Clerical  Staff: 

Senior  Statistical  Clerk:  R.  Pryar,  a.c.c.s. 

Section  Senior  Clerks : J.  A.  Brierley,  F.  Curwen,  H.  R.  Dowling,  J.  Richardson. 
Secretary  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health:  Miss  N.  Brown, 

Male  Clerks — 4 (inc.  2 H.M.  Forces).  Shorthand  T5^ists — 2. 

Female  Clerks — 14  (inc.  3 temporary).  Telephonist — 1. 

Domestic  Help  Service: 

Supervisor — ^Mrs.  H.  McClellan. 

Light  Treatment; 

Physiotherapists — Mrs.  J.  Lamond,  c.s.p.,  Mrs.  B.  Chester,  c.s.p. 

X-Ray  Department: 

Radiographer:  Mrs.  M.  Easter  (c)  (d). 

Day  Nursery: 

Matron:  Miss  M.  Whitehead  (c)  (e). 

Public  Analyst  (Part-time): 

J.  G.  Sherratt,  b.sc.,  f.r.i.c. 

(a)  Holders  of  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Insitute  or  Sanitary  Inspectors’ 
Examination  Joint  Board.  (Now  re-constituted  as  the  Diploma  in  Public  Health 
Inspection). 

(b)  Holders  of  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Meat  and  Other 
Foods.  (Now  re-constituted  as  the  Certificate  Public  Health  Inspectors’  Exam- 
ination Board  for  Meat  and  Other  Foods). 

(c)  General  Trained. 

(d)  Fever  Trained. 

(e)  State  Certified  Midwife. 

(f)  Health  Visitors’  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Public  Health. 

(g)  Trained  in  District  Nursing  by  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing. 

(h)  Midwifery  Teacher’s  Diploma. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
and  the  Related  Health  Services  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  perusal  and  consideration  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1957  on  the  Health  of  the  Borough  and  the  activities  of  the 
Health  Department. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  is  tending  to  show  a very  slight  fall  over  the 
last  few  years.  This  year  the  estimate  of  the  Registrar  General  is  145,600,  a 
reduction  of  900  on  the  previous  year  and  1,900  since  1954.  The  Birth  Rate  at 
11.7  per  1,000  population  is  the  same  as  last  year  and  I am  pleased  to  report  a 
slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  stillbirths.  The  Death  Rate  shows  little  change, 
the  corrected  rate  this  year  being  13.8  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  against  13.9 
last  year. 

I am  again  happy  to  report  that  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  and  the  Neo-Natal 
Mortality  Rate  both  continue  to  show  considerable  improvement. 

With  regard  to  infectious  diseases,  there  was  no  major  epidemic  during  the 
year.  As  I forecast  last  year  we  were  likely  to  have  an  increase  in  the  notification 
of  cases  of  measles.  This,  in  fact,  materialised  and  there  were  3,096  notifications. 
Cases  of  dysentery  and  poliomyelitis  were  few  and  again  no  case  of  diphtheria. 
I would  draw  your  attention  to  the  report  on  Asian  Flu. 

The  details  of  the  work  done  by  the  Local  Health  Services  under  the  various 
sections  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  will  be  found  in  the  body  of  my  report. 
The  proposal  to  adapt  the  St.  Paul’s  Church  of  England  School  as  a combined 
clinic  and  library  for  the  Marton  district  came  to  fruition  during  the  year.  It  was 
not  possible  to  open  it  before  the  end  of  the  year  but  it  will  be  in  use  early  in  the 
new  year.  The  Health  Visiting  Service  is  still  suffering  through  the  difficulty  of 
recruiting  staff.  To  ease  the  situation  two  clinic  nurses  were  appointed.  They  do 
quite  a lot  of  the  routine  work  in  the  clinics  and  so  relieve  the  Health  Visitors  for 
their  more  specialised  work.  We  have  found  the  arrangement  to  work  very 
satisfactorily.  The  Home  Nursing  and  Domestic  Help  Services  have  continued  to 
give  excellent  service  during  the  year  but  in  the  case  of  the  latter,  a considerable 
expansion  in  the  number  of  Home  Helps  employed  will  be  necessary  to  meet  the 
ever  increasing  demands  on  the  Service. 

During  the  year  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  was  increased.  The  scheme 
was  extended  and  the  responses  were  good  but  unfortunately  the  amount  of  vaccine 
available  was  completely  inadequate  to  meet  the  demand.  This  will  be  overcome 
early  in  the  year  when  the  American  and  Canadian  Salk  Vaccine  become  available. 

The  work  of  the  Mental  Health  Section  of  the  department  continues  to  increase, 
but  we  were  again  handicapped  by  shortage  of  staff.  Miss  M.  Godfrey,  female 
Mental  Health  Worker,  left  in  March  and  we  were  unable  to  fill  the  post  until  the 
30th  December,  when  Miss  R.  W.  Halsall  was  appointed.  The  new  year  should 
see  a definite  improvement  in  the  work.  The  Occupation  Centre  continues  to  serve 
a very  useful  need  and  we  are  much  indebted  to  the  help  we  have  received  from 
the  local  branch  of  the  National  Society  for  Mentally  Handicapped  Children. 
Plans  for  a new  Occupation  Centre  are  proceeding  and  the  scheme  has  been 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

I would  draw  your  attention  to  the  section  of  the  department  dealing  with 
environmental  health.  The  importance  of  this  work  cannot  be  stressed  too  much 
and  it  is  impossible  in  a short  foreword  to  comment  on  all  its  aspects.  Smoke 
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Abatement,  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  Meat  and  Food  Inspection,  etc.  all 
occupy  a prominent  place.  The  work  continues  to  increase  but  I am  glad  to 
report  that  owing  to  our  trainee  scheme  for  Public  Health  Inspectors  the  staffing 
problem  is  not  so  acute  as  it  was. 

In  conclusion,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  I should  again  like  to  take  the  opportunity 
of  recording  my  appreciation  of  your  continued  interest  in  the  Health  of  the 
Borough.  My  thanks  are  due  to  the  other  Chief  Officers  of  the  Corporation  for 
their  ready  co-operation  at  all  times  and  for  part  of  the  information  contained  in 
my  report.  Lastly,  my  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  all  members  of  my  own  staff 
at  the  Health  Centre  who  continue  to  give  me  such  unstinted  loyalty  and  support. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  W.  MURRAY 
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BIRTH  RATES  FOR  THE  YEARS  1885  - 1957 


Blackpool  _ 

England  and  Wales 
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GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (exclusive  of  foreshore) 

.^rea  of  foreshore  and  Tidal  Water  

Population  (Census  1951)  

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  mid-year  1957) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Number  of  empty  houses 

Rateable  value  of  the  borough  ...  

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Male. 

Live  Births : Legitimate  809 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  63 

Birth  Rate  (Crude)  per  1000  pop. 

Birth  Rate  (Standardised)  per  1000  pop. 

Stillbirths  : 

Legitimate  ...  24 

Illegitimate  ...  1 

Rate  per  1000  births  (live  and  still) 

Rate  per  1000  population 

Deaths:  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1114 

Death  Rate  (crude)  per  1000  pop. 

Death  Rate  (Standardised)  per  1000  pop. 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of 
childbirth  • No. 


8,650  acres. 
2,068  acres. 
147,131 
145,600 
48,679 
594 

£3,215,845 

£12,958 


Female.  Total. 

784  1593 

52  115 

11.7 

13.0 


18 

3 


26.2 

.32 

1223 

16.1 

13.8 


42 

4 

2337 


Rate  per  1000 
births  (live  and  still) 


(a)  Puerperal  sepsis  ...  — — 

(b)  Other  puerperal  causes  — — 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

(a)  All  infants  per  1000  live  births 22.8 

(b)  Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ...  23.9 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1(X)0  illegitimate  live  births  ...  8.7 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age 

(per  1000  live  births)  ...  •••  16.4 


BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  live  births  resident  in  Blackpool  during  1957  was  1708,  an 
increase  on  the  previous  year.  The  crude  birth  rate  is  11.7  per  1000  population 
and  the  adjusted  birth  rate  13.0.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  with  which 
the  local  adjusted  rate  should  be  compared  is  16.1. 

Illegitimate  Births.  115  such  births  were  registered  during  the  year  resulting 
in  a rate  of  .79  per  1000  population  and  amounts  to  6.7  % of  the  total  births. 

Stillbirths.  46  stillbirths  were  registered  during  1957.  This  is  a decrease 
on  the  previous  year  and  gives  a rate  of  26.9  per  1000  total  births.  This  compares 
unfavourably  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  22.4. 
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DEATHS. 

2337  deaths  were  allocated  to  Blackpool  during  the  year  under  review.  The 
corresponding  crude  death  rate  is  16.1  per  1000  population  and  the  adjusted  rate 
13.8.  Once  again  this  latter  rate  does  not  compare  favourably  with  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales,  i.e.  11.5. 

The  percentages  of  deaths  in  various  age  groups  with  corresponding  figures 
for  previous  years  are  shown  below  ; — 


Age 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Under  12  months  

5.3 

4.0 

3.1 

3.7 

4.5 

3.5 

2.1 

2.7 

2.1 

2.0 

2.1 

2.0 

2.06 

1.78 

1.67 

1 year  and  under  6 years  ... 

.9 

.5 

.8 

.9 

.6 

.2 

.2 

.4 

.5 

.4 

.4 

.3 

.30 

.34 

.13 

5 years  and  under  15  years 

35.1 

36.4 

34.1 

34.0 

.3 

.3 

.3 

.3 

.3 

.05 

.37 

.34 

15  years  and  under  65  years 

32.3 

30.7 

27.9 

28.4 

26.6 

29.1 

28.4 

27.13 

26.82 

27.64 

65  years  and  over 

58.7 

59.1 

62.0 

61.4 

62.7 

64.0 

67.0 

68.7 

68.7 

70.7 

68.1 

69.0 

70.46 

70.69 

70.22 

The  detail  in  the  following  table  showing  total  deaths  allocated  to  Blackpool, 
classified  according  to  cause  and  sub-classified  into  sex  and  age  groups,  is  furnished 
by  the  Registrar-General. 


Cg^ARISON  OF  THE  DEATH  RATE  OF  BLACKPOOL 
WITH  DEATH  RATE  OF  ENGIAId  AND  WAIiES.  1888-1 9‘57 
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iH 
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o 

0 
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Causes  of  death  at  different  periods  of  life  in  the  County  Borough  of  BIack|>ooJ. 


AGE  AT  DEATH 


All 

ages 

M 

13 

F 

9 

■M 

1 

F 



M 

4 

F 

3 

M 

— 

F 



M 



F 

— 

M 



F 



M 

— 

F 

1 

.\I 

— 

F 



M 

4 

F 

2 

M 

31 

F 

31 

.M 

72 

F 

11 

F 

42 

F 

17 

M 

108 

F 

89 

M 

4 

F 

8 

M 

2 

F 

12 

M 

137 

F 

217 

M 

230 

F 

152 

M 

10 

F 

25 

M 

144 

F 

248 

if 

47 

F 

84 

M 

17 

F 

11 

.M 

29 

F 

43 

M 

79 

F 

37 

M 

11 

F 

1 

M 

15 

F 

8 

M 

3 

F 

1 

M 

6 

F 

10 

M 

13 

F 



F 

— 

M 

8 

F 

9 

M 

85 

F 

117 

M 

10 

F 

6 

M 

14 

F 

9 

if 

16 

F 

18 

M 

1 

F 

2 

it 

1114 

F 

1223 

0— 

1— 

5— 

15— 

25— 

45— 

66— 

76- 

— 

— 



2 

3 

8 

4 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

2 

__ 

— 

— 

— 

1 



— 

— 

1 



1 

— 

2 

z 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 



1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

12 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

11 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

42 

27 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

19 

10 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

3 

5 

— 

— 

1 



3 

33 

41 

30 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

30 

19 

37 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

30 

44 

60 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

35 

65 

115 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

97 

72 

54 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

28 

62 

62 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

9 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

22 

50 

70 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

22 

51 

174 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

13 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

14 

59 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

6 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

13 

7 

1 

— 

— 

1 

5 

2 

13 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

26 

31 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

16 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

2 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 



— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

9 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 





— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

1 

1 

__ 

1 

7 

— 

1 

— 

1 



_ 



11 

— 

— 

— 

3 

18 

14 

39 

12 

— 

— 

— 

6 

15 

16 

68 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

T 

o 

2 

1 

— 

— 

■ 

2 

3 

5 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

6 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

7 

4 



— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

9 

0 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 



1 

__ 

19 

1 

5 

9 

37 

348 

349 

346 

20 

3 

5 

29 

218 

315 

631 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia 

Diabetes  ...  ...  

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

Other  heart  disease  ...  

Other  circulatory  disease 
Influen/.a 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  disca.se  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

Congenital  malformations  

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

All  other  accidents 

Suicide  

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

ALL  CAUSES 
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Tuberculosis.  23  persons  died  during  the  year  from  tuberculosis  ; of  these 
21  were  classified  as  due  to  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  2 due  to  non-respiratory 
tuberculosis.  The  mortality  rates  (per  1000  population)  for  Blackpool  and  England 
and  Wales  are  : — 


Total  Deaths  

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ... 
Non-respiratory  


Blackpool. 

.157 

.144 

.013 


England  and 
Wales. 
.107 
.095 
.012 


Heart  Disease.  34.6  of  the  total  deaths  have  been  directly  ascribed  to  one 
or  other  of  the  various  forms  of  heart  diseases. 


Cancer.  413  persons  died  from  cancer,  leukaemia  and  aleukaemia,  during 
the  year  1957.  The  mortality  rate  of  2.8  per  1000  population  is  a slight  increase 
on  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  2.09. 


Cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  which  appears  to  be  increasing  year  by  year 
was  responsible  for  83  deaths  during  the  year  as  against  80  the  previous  year. 
The  respective  mortality  rates  are  .57  and  .55  per  1000  population.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  .426. 

Infant  Mortality.  39  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  died  during  1957. 
The  death  rate  22.8  per  1000  live  births  is  lower  than  in  the  previous  year  and  is 
lower  than  the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  i.e.  23.0. 

Neo-Natal  Mortality.  Of  the  39  children  who  died  during  their  first  year  28 
did  not  survive  four  weeks  after  birth.  The  mortality  rate  16.4  shows  a drop  of 
1.4  against  the  rate  of  1956,  and  also  shows  up  favourably  against  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  of  16.5. 


Details  of  the  causes  of  the  above-mentioned  infantile  and  neo-natal  deaths 
are  given  below  : — 

Neo- 

Infantile.  Natal. 


Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  

Pulmonary  Atelectasis 

Congenital  bladder  neck  obstruction 

Congenital  Oesophago-Trachial  Fistula 

Broncho-Pneumonia  ...  

Cerebral  Palsy  ...  ...  ...  

Congenital  Congestive  Heart  Disease 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  

Haematemesis  

Asphyxia  (by  pillow)  ...  ...  

Infective  Hepatitis  

Convulsions 

Interauricular  Septal  Defect  ... 

Hydrocephalus  ...  

Anencephaly  ...  ...  ...  

Asphyxia  Neonatorum 

Congenital  Spinal  and  Thoracic  Malformations 
Haemolytic  Disease  of  Newborn  


1 12 
5 
1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 2 
1 
1 
1 
1 


11  28 


Blackpool 


11 


Maternal  Mortality.  There  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  Blackpool  during  the 
year.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.47. 


Comparative  Statistics.  The  following  table  affords  a comparison  between 
the  statistics  of  previous  years,  so  far  as  they  are  available,  with  those  of  the  year 
under  review. 


Birth  Rates 

Death 

Rates 

Total 

Still- 

Illegi- 

Tuber- 

Period  or 

Year 

Live 

Births 

births 

timate 

Total 

Infantile 

Neo-Natal 

Maternal 

culosls 

Cancer 

(per  1000 

(per  1000 

(per  1000 

(per  1000 

(per  1000 

(per  1000 

(per  1000 

(per  1000 

(per  1000 

DODUla- 

total 

total 

popula- 

live 

live 

total 

popula- 

popula- 

tion) 

births) 

pop'll) 

tion) 

births) 

births) 

births) 

tion) 

tion) 

1886—1800 

25.2 

15.3 

144.2 





— 

— 

1891—1896 

23.9 

— 

— 

15.3 

168.2 

— 

— 

— 

1896—1900 

26.5 

— 

— 

14.4 

159.9 

— 

— 

— 

.67 

1901—1906 

22.3 

— 

1.3 

12.9 

138.4 

— 

— 

— 

.03 

1906—1910 

17.4 

— 

1.2 

12.2 

115.4 

— 

— 

— 

.88 

1911—1916 

15.6 

— 

1.3 

14.0 

115.7 

— 

— 

.01 

1.3 

1916—1920 

... 

12.7 

— 

1.4 

14.7 

88.8 

— 

— 

1.0 

1.6 

1921  1926 

15.0 

— 

1.3 

14.3 

73.3 

— 

6.6 

.88 

1.7 

1926—1930 

11.8 

— 

.93 

13.7 

66.2 

— 

5.7 

.76 

1.8 

1931—1035 

10.5 

53.5 

.76 

14.2 

63.6 

— 

6.0 

.71 

2.0 

1936  ... 

10.8 

55.2 

.62 

15.6 

63.0 

— 

4.6 

.63 

2.1 

1937  ... 

10.3 

66.9 

.64 

16.6 

57.7 

— 

3.1 

.62 

2.2 

1938  ... 

10.9 

42.5 

.63 

14.6 

47.2 

— 

4.7 

.59 

2.3 

1939  ... 

10.6 

39.5 

.78 

14.8 

53.5 

— 

2.6 

.58 

2.1 

1940  ... 

9.4 

40.4 

.69 

15.4 

53.0 

— 

7.1 

.40 

1.7 

1041  ... 

11.5 

36.1 

.97 

15.5 

56.8 

— 

2.0 

.62 

2.3 

1942  ... 

12.7 

36.9 

1.3 

13.8 

68.4 

— 

4.8 

.49 

1.9 

1943  ... 

12.5 

30.3 

1.2 

14.8 

62.6 

— 

2.5 

.55 

2.2 

1944  ... 

13.8 

33.7 

1.4 

14.3 

41.3 

— 

3.8 

.53 

2.2 

1945  ... 

12.5 

29.1 

1.7 

14.8 

37.8 

— 

2.6 

.59 

2.3 

1946  ... 

13.7 

28.2 

1.3 

13.8 

37.8 

— 

2.8 

.63 

2.2 

1947  ... 

15.2 

27.1 

.98 

14.6 

43.4 

— 

2.1 

.53 

2.1 

1948  ... 

13.3 

29.0 

1.1 

13.8 

36.3 

— 

1.9 

.47 

2.2 

1949  ... 

12.2 

31.4 

.88 

15.1 

25.8 

— 

1.1 

.45 

2.4 

1950  ... 

11.3 

28.7 

.73 

15.7 

37.8 

24.8 

1.7 

.30 

2.4 

1951  ... 

11.1 

31.7 

.86 

18.3 

35.2 

24.7 

1.2 

.34 

2.6 

1952  ... 

10.9 

29.0 

.68 

15.4 

28.0 

19.3 

.6 

.30 

2.6 

1953  ... 

11.0 

27.6 

.91 

14.3 

27.2 

22.2 

.6 

.16 

2.6 

1954  ... 

10.8 

32.2 

.84 

16.1 

30.1 

23.2 

.6 

.30 

2.6 

1955  ... 

10.8 

26.4 

.86 

16.0 

30.3 

25.3 

.0 

.21 

2.8 

1956  ... 

11.7 

28.8 

1.02 

16.4 

24.9 

18.0 

.6 

.21 

2.7 

1957  ... 

... 

... 

11.7 

26.2 

.79 

16.1 

22.8 

16.4 

.0 

.16 

2.8 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  EPIDEMIOLOGY. 

Full  details  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  are  set  out  in  the  following 
tables,  and  I should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  following. 

Diphtheria.  For  the  seventh  consecutive  year  I am  able  again  to  report  that 
no  case  was  reported  in  the  borough. 

Whooping  Cough.  This  year’s  figure  is  the  lowest  on  record. 

Measles.  After  the  low  figure  of  82  last  year,  the  seemingly  inevitable 
epidemic  has  raised  the  notified  figure  to  3096. 

Dysentery.  The  figures  vary  considerably  year  by  year,  and  this  year’s  figure 
has  returned  to  a reasonable  low. 

Poliomyelitis.  A welcome  decrease  in  the  notified  cases  is  shown  this  yeeir. 
Four  cases  only  were  notified,  all  being  paral3d:ic.,  I regret  to  report,  however, 
that  a married  woman  aged  29,  admitted  to  hospital  as  a positive  paralytic  polio- 
myelitis in  1956,  died  in  January  of  this  year.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  none 
of  the  aforementioned  cases  had  received  an  anti-polio  vaccine  injection. 
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ASIATIC  FLU. 

In  June  of  this  year  foreword  was  received  of  the  possibility  that  the  outbreak 
of  influenza  in  the  Far  East  would  reach  this  country  later  in  the  year.  September 
saw  this  forecast  materialise,  and  although  influenza  is  not  a notifiable  disease, 
information  received  from  schools,  works,  and  medical  practitioners  was  that  the 
outbreak  was  widespread,  and  30%  to  50%  of  the  school  population,  estimated 
at  18,100,  had  been  affected.  Two  major  firms  showed  an  absenteeism  of  10%  . 


An  interesting  point  in  these  investigations  was  that  doctors  felt  that 
the  symptoms  in  visitors  were  much  more  severe  than  those  of  the  local  residents. 


Influenza  vaccine  was  distributed  in  October,  but  as  mass  vaccination  was  not 
contemplated  owing  to  the  mildness  of  the  attack,  the  Minister  wished  to  offer 
vaccination  only  to  hospital  staff,  general  practitioners,  local  health  authority  staffs, 
i.e.  nurses,  midwives,  home  helps,  who  care  for  sick  in  their  own  homes,  and 
ambulance  staffs.  The  vaccine  was  received  when  the  disease  was  on  the  decline, 
and  possibly  this  factor,  plus  the  fact  that  certain  of  the  staffs  had  already 
contracted  influenza,  led  to  only  158,  including  hospital  staff,  indicating  their  desire 
to  be  vaccinated. 


The  mortality  rate  with  regard  to  the  virus  is  extremely  difficult  to  give,  but 
the  fact  that  45  persons  died  of  causes  which  could  be  attributable  to  the  virus 
during  September  and  October,  ascertained  to  be  the  peak  period,  does  tend  to 
show  that  Asiatic  flu  has  not  passed  through  the  town  without  fatal  effects. 


Disease 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Scarlet  Fever  

530 

219 

148 

140 

269 

280 

239 

224 

265 

379 

152 

137 

159 

73 

Whooping  Cough  

322 

280 

463 

267 

331 

326 

290 

245 

508 

430 

192 

93 

281 

76 

Diphtheria  

56 

95 

44 

44 

39 

25 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

1526 

715 

883 

975 

1586 

1089 

698 

1756 

1733 

695 

1741 

932 

82 

3096 

Pneumonia  

70 

23 

21 

21 

23 

31 

16 

43 

35 

35 

21 

19 

27 

32 

Cexebro-spinal  meningitis 

12 

4 

8 

5 

13 

5 

3 

1 

5 

3 

— 

5 

8 

6 

Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

2 

10 

4 

6 

8 

6 

15 

44 

2 

8 

14 

4 

Polioencephalitis  

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Dysentery  

2 

— 

11 

1 

53 

33 

12 

10 

425 

30 

87 

817 

206 

84 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

7 

1 

— 

2 

25 

16 

4 

2 



4 

23 

26 

17 

33 

30 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

65 

34 

8 

34 

33 

41 

25 

26 

53 

41 

41 

56 

93 

95 

Smallpox  

Enteric  Fever  

7 

17 

9 

1 

3 

16 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

ot  rec( 

44 

66 

8 

14 

194 

44 

29 

24 

92 

Erysipeias  

51 

44 

1 

46 

33 

38 

41 

29 

21 

22 

32 

22 

18 

15 

13 

Pemphigus  

5 

— 

— 

1 

11 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

7 

— 

2 

1 

13 


AGE  PERIODS 

Corr- 

Ad- 

Corrected  Notification 

Disease 

Notiflca- 

to 

1 

3 

5 

10 

16 

25 

35 

46 

65 

tions. 

Hospital 

Under 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

and 

1 

2 

4 

9 

14 

24 

34 

44 

04 

over 

Scarlet  Fever  

73 

44 

1 

4 

11 

48 

6 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■Whooping  Cough  

76 

10 

12 

19 

22 

22 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

Measles  

3096 

67 

68 

625 

751 

1679 

62 

11 

5 

3 

2 

— 

Pneumonia  

32 

19 

2 

3 

3 

5 

1 

1 

4 

2 

9 

2 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

6 

6 

2 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Poliomyelitis  

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis  

Encephalitis  

3 

3 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

84 

5 

1 

6 

11 

32 

7 

5 

11 

7 

3 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

30 

— 

30 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

05 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

37 

47 

11 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  

92 

3 

1 

3 

2 

5 

8 

14 

13 

20 

21 

5 

Erysipelas  

13 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

7 

4 

Pemphigus  

1 

1 

1 

14 


FOOD  POISONING. 


Seven  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  were  recorded,  and  brief  details  of  these 
are  given  in  the  following  table. 


Cases 

Notified 

Cases  found 
to  have 
symptoms 

Consumers 
at  risk 

Organism 
or  other 
agent 

responsible 

Food  involved. 

2 

3 

Indefinite 

Salmonella 

Typhimurium 

Indefinite.  Onset  occurred  on  the  12th  June  for  one 
person  and  on  the  14th  June  in  respect  of  the  second 
person.  The  main  symptoms  of  abdominal  pain,  vomiting 
and  diarrhoea  were  of  three  to  five  days’  duration  in 
respect  of  the  first  person  and  one  day  in  respect  of  the 
second  person.  The  corned  beef  and  boiled  ham  which 
were  consumed  prior  to  the  outbreak  were  purchased 
from  shop  premises  which  on  inspection  would  appear  to 
be  quite  satisfactory. 

17 

17 

35 

Indefinite 

Indefinite.  The  onset  in  respect  of  one  case  was  the  27th 
July,  1957,  and  the  other  16  cases  on  the  28th  July,  1957. 
The  main  symptoms  were  abdominal  pain  and  diarrhoea. 
The  duration  of  the  illness,  which  was  mild,  was  over- 
night, and  all  the  patients  recovered  during  the  following 
day.  The  policy  of  the  hotel  was  to  cook  meats  on  the 
day  prior  to  use,  the  cooking  taking  place  in  a small 
recess  or  area  outside  the  kitchen  window  and  below 
ground  level.  It  was  observed  that  dust  collected  in  this 
recess  and  an  alternative  place  was  advised. 

14 

14 

25 

None 

identified 

Probably  chicken.  The  onset  occurred  in  the  early 

morning  of  the  25th  July,  1957.  The  main  symptoms 
were  abdominal  pains  and  diarrhoea,  and  the  illness, 
which  was  mild,  lasted  only  until  the  following  day. 
The  suspect  food  was  most  probably  cooked  at  the 
establishment.  A refrigerator  was  in  use.  The  proprietors 
were  advised  to  have  the  toilets  disinfected  and  the 
crockery  and  utensils  thoroughly  sterilized. 

10 

10 

40 

None 

identified 

Indefinite.  The  onset  was  early  morning  of  the  30th 
July,  1957.  The  main  symptoms  were  abdominal  pain 
and  diarrhoea,  and  the  illness,  which  was  mild,  lasted 
only  until  the  following  day.  The  majority  of  the  food 
consumed  was  cooked  on  the  premises.  A refrigerator  was 
in  use. 

10 

16 

48 

None 

identified 

Possibly  lamb.  The  onset  was  early  morning  of  the  25th 
July,  1957.  The  main  symptoms  were  abdominal  pain  and 
diarrhoea,  and  the  illness  was  mild.  The  patients 
recovered  during  the  following  day.  The  suspect  lamb 
was  cooked  overnight,  atmospherically  cooled  and  then 
kept  in  a refrigerator.  It  was  not  re-heated.  The  pro- 
prietors were  advised  to  keep  the  cooling  period  to  a 
minimum  prior  to  refrigerator.  Although  a detergent  was 
being  used  for  washing  up,  this  was  not  a sterilant,  and 
it  was  advised  that  the  toilets  and  utensils  and  crockery 
be  thoroughly  disinfected.  The  sources  of  supplies  were 
checked  but  no  other  cases  had  apparently  been  notified. 

2 

2 

6 

Salmonella 

Typhimurium 

Indefinite.  The  onset  was  late  evening  of  the  15th  July, 
1957.  The  main  symptoms  were  abdominal  pains, 

vomiting  and  diarrhoea.  The  illness  was  severe  in  the 
case  of  the  female,  but  only  average  in  the  case  of  the 
male.  The  duration  of  the  illness  was  4 to  5 days.  The 
premises  were  a domestic  dwellinghouse  and  the  food  was 
home  cooked.  The  premises  had  normal  pantry  facilities 
which  were  ventilated,  but  there  was  no  refrigerator  in 
the  home.  Although  closely  questioned  the  occupants 
could  throw  no  light  on  how  they  presumed  they  had 
become  infected.  The  only  food  consumed  which  was 
associated  with  Salmonella  was  cold  beef. 

1 

3 

12 

Salmonella 

Typhimurium 

Not  known.  Possibly  cooked  meat.  The  onset  was  the 
16th  August,  1957,  the  main  symptoms  being  abdominal 
pains,  vomiting  and  diarrhoea.  The  illness  was  severe, 
ia.sting  up  to  three  weeks  in  one  case,  and  average, 
lasting  up  to  three  days,  in  another.  The  third  person 
suffered  no  ill  effects.The  cooked  meat  was  roasted  on 
the  premises  and  served  cold.  The  boarding  house  was 
closed  until  all  the  positives  had  been  given  three 
negative  results. 

Single  Cases.  Twenty  one  single  cases  occurred  during  1957.  The  agent  was 
unidentified  in  nine  cases.  Salmonella  Typhimurium  was  identified  in  eleven  cases, 
and  Salmonella  (not  typed)  identified  in  one  case. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Incidence.  During  the  year  102  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified,  comprising 
98  respiratory  and  4 non-respiratory  cases.  Of  these  50  respiratory  and  2 non- 
respiratory  were  primary  notifications.  The  remaining  52  supplementary  notifica- 
tions were  made  up  as  follows  : — 

1 from  Death  Returns  from  Local  Registrars. 

1 from  Death  Returns  from  Registrar  General. 

50  Transfers  from  other  areas. 

The  following  table  classifies  the  primary  notifications  of  tuberculosis  according 
to  age  groups. 


Primary  Notifications 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0 — 

1 — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 — 

6 — 

1 

1 

1 

— 

10  — 

15  — 

1 

4 

-- 

— 

20  — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25  — 

6 

3 

— 

— 

35  — 

0 

2 

— 

1 

45  — 

8 

3 

— 

— 

65  — 

9 

2 

— 

— 

65  — 

2 

— 

— 

76  — 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

31 

17 

1 

1 

The  following  table  which  summarises  the  notification  register  shows  the 
number  of  patients  at  the  end  of  1956,  the  fluctuation  of  patients  during  the  year 
1957,  and  the  number  remaining  at  the  end. 


Type  and 

Sex  of  Cases 

Remaining 
on  register 
31.12.56 

Notific’ns 
(from  all 
sources) 

Died 

Recovered 

Transferred 

Lost 

Trace 

Altered 

Diagnosis 

Remaining 
on  register 
31.12.57 

Respiratory 

M 

390 

59 

17 

23 

23 

4 

3 

379 

Tuberculosis 

F 

287 

39 

12 

11 

22 

2 

— 

279 

Non-Respiratory  M 

43 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

39 

Tuberculosis 

F 

59 

2 

— 

5 

2 

— 

54 

Totals  

779 

102 

30 

42 

48 

7 

3 

751 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  deaths  shown  in  the  above  table  are  the  total 
number  of  deaths  of  persons  on  the  register  and  are  not  necessarily  those  whose 
death  was  attributable  to  tuberculosis. 


Mortality.  The  number  of  deaths  which  were  attributable  to  tuberculosis  in 
1957  was  23.  This  includes  2 persons  who  had  not  previously  been  notified  as 
suffering  from  the  disease. 
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Chest  Clinic.  This  clinic,  administered  by  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Hospital 
Management  Committee,  is  held  at  the  Municipal  Health  Centre  at  the  following 


times : — 

Monday 

2 to  4 p.m. 

New  adult  patients. 

Tuesday 

9 to  11  a.m. 

Refill  Clinic. 

2 to  4 p.m. 

Review  of  former  patients. 

2 to  4 p.m. 

Cases  referred  by  General  Practitioners  for  X-ray 

only. 

Wednesday 

9 to  11  a.m. 

Children  (old  and  new  patients). 

2 to  4 p.m. 

Review  of  former  patients. 

2 to  4 p.m. 

Cases  referred  by  General  Practitioners  for  X-ray 
only. 

Thursday 

10  a.m.  to  12 

Cases  referred  by  General  Practitioners  for  X-ray 

noon 

only. 

2 to  4 p.m. 

Review  of  former  patients. 

Friday 

10  to  11  a.m. 

Refill  Clinic. 

2-30  to  4 p.m. 

Cases  referred  by  General  Practitioners  for  X-ray 
only. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  Venereal  Diseases  clinic  is  located  at  the  rear  of  the  Municipal  Health 
Centre  and  sessions  are  held  at  the  following  times  : — 

Males  : Wednesday  and  Saturday  10-30  a.m. — 12  noon. 

Monday  and  Thursday  4-45  p.m. — 6-30  p.m. 

Females  ; Thursday  and  Friday  10-30  a.m. — 12  noon. 

Tuesday  4-45  p.m. — 6-30  p.m. 


To  bring  the  clinic  facilities  to  the  notice  of  the  public,  small  notices  are  placed 
in  all  the  Public  Lavatories,  Railway  Stations  and  the  larger  licensed  premises  in 
the  Borough,  stating  the  location  of  the  clinic  and  hours  of  attendance. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Hospital  Manage- 
ment Committee  for  the  following  details  : — 


Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Other 

conditions 

Totals 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Total 

Number  of  patients  on  1st  January,  1957,  under 
treatment  or  observation 

57 

63 

27 

7 

61 



145 

75 

220 

Number  of  patients  removed  from  the  register 
during  any  previous  year  which  returned  during 
1957  for  treatment  or  observations  or  the  same 
condition  

6 

10 

— 

— 

— 

6 

10 

16 

Number  of  patients  dealt  with  lor  the  first  time 
during  1957  (excluding  those  transferred  from 
other  Centres,  etc 

23 

21 

90 

22 

258 

68 

371 

111 

482 

Number  of  patients  dealt  with  for  the  first  time 
who  have  been  transferred  from  other  Centres 
(civil  or  service)  or  from  practitioners  affiliated 
to  other  Centres  

1 

2 

2 

— 

1 

4 

2 

6 

Number  of  patients  suffering  from  syphilis  and 
gonorrhoea  discharged  after  completion  of  treat- 
ment and  final  test  of  cure,  or  who  were 
diagnosed  as  " other  conditions  ” 

8 

13 

26 

9 

233 

62 

267 

84 

351 

Number  of  defaulters  and  known  deaths 

9 

0 

39 

10 

29 

1 

77 

20 

97 

Number  of  patients  transferred  to  other  Centres 
or  Institutions  or  private  practitioners 

17 

11 

31 

6 

33 

1 

81 

18 



99 

Number  of  patients  remaining  under  treatment  or 
observation  on  Slst  December,  1957  

53 

63 

23 

4 

25 

9 

101 

76 

177 
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PROVISION  OF  SERVICES  UNDER  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT, 

1946. 

Section  22 — Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

Child  Welfare  Centres.  There  are  four  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  the  Borough, 
and  the  attendances  at  these  Centres  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1957  are 
given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Municipal 

Health 

Centre 

Bispham 

Hawes 

Side 

Layton 

Total 

Children  under  1 year  : 

First  Visits  ...  

52! 

350 

396 

205 

1472 

Total  Visits  

4343 

3933 

4051 

2672 

15599 

Children  1 — 5 years: 

Total  Visits  

528 

894 

1029 

364 

2815 

No.  of  children  who  attended  during  the 

year  and  who  were  born  in  : 

1957  

369 

328 

339 

165 

1201 

195G  

354 

295 

321 

119 

1089 

1955/52  

302 

211 

312 

78 

903 

No  of  Sessions  per  year  

103 

100 

100 

51 

354 

Average  attendances  per  session  

47.3 

48.3 

56.8 

59.5 

52 

The  proposal  to  adapt  the  St.  Paul’s  C.  of  E.  School  as  a combined  clinic  and 
library  came  to  fruition  during  the  year,  but  in  view  of  the  damage  done  to  this 
vacant  building,  a great  deal  of  work  was  necessitated.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
the  premises  were  ready  for  use,  but  as  the  furnishing  of  the  clinic  is  not  complete 
the  first  session  will  not  be  held  until  after  the  close  of  the  year. 

All  the  babies  who  attend  the  Centres  are  seen  and  weighed  by  the  Health 
Visitors  on  each  visit,  whilst  the  Medical  Officer  in  attendance  sees  and  examines 
all  newcomers  and  is  always  ready  and  willing  to  see  those  whose  mothers  have 
specific  problems  of  feeding,  child  management,  or  illness. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics.  Ante-Natal  Sessions  are  held  weekly  emd  are  attended 
by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers  and  the  midwives  from  the  areas  served  by  these 
clinics,  which  enables  them  to  see  their  patients  with  the  doctor. 

408  sessions  were  held  during  the  year  at  which  there  was,  a total  of  10,792 
attendances  by  1,825  expectant  mothers,  an  average  attendance  of  26  per  expectant 
mother. 

Attendances  at  the  ante-natal  clinics  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


Municipal 

Health 

Centre 

Bispham 

Hawes 

Side 

Layton 

Total 

First  visits 

563 

240 

358 

154 

1315 

Total  visits 

4442 

2321 

2598 

1431 

10792 

Number  of  women  who  attended 
during  the  year 

750 

355 

483 

231 

1825 

Number  of  clinic  sessions  per 
week  

3 

2 

2 

1 

8 
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ANTE  NATAL  CARE. 

In  1956  a letter  was  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  enclosing  a 
Memorandum  from  Central  Health  Services  Council  Standing  Maternity  and 
Midwifery  Advisory  Committee  on  Ante-Natal  Care  and  its  relation  to  toxaemia. 
In  consequence  of  this  a meeting  was  called  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Blackpool 
and  Fylde  Hospital  Management  Committee  for  the  31st  July,  1956.  The  meeting 
was  attended  by  the  Chairman  and  Group  Secretary  of  the  Hospital  Management 
Committee,  two  Consultant  Obstetricians  and  Gynaecologists,  a doctor  of  the 
Blackpool  Local  Health  Authority,  two  members  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
No.  3 Divisional  Health  Committee,  three  members  of  the  Blackpool  Local  Medical 
Committee  and  three  members  of  the  Lancashire  Local  Medical  Committee.  The 
date  selected  was  unfortunately  most  inconvenient  for  myself  and  one  of  my 
assistants  and  my  apologies  for  absence  were  therefore  extended.  As  the  meeting 
was  to  be  confined  to  professional  men  and  women,  on  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
R.  Everett,  F.R.C.O.G.  tp  the  Chair,  the  first  named  withdrew.  After  a lengthy 
discussion  the  conference  agreed  on  the  following  points  ; — 

(1)  That  General  Practitioners  should  be  informed  automatically  when  their 
patients  have  attended  an  Ante-Natal  Clinic  and  at  the  same  time  they  should 
be  informed  of  the  results  of  the  blood  tests,  etc. 

(2)  That  they  should  have  available  to  them  blood  grouping  services  at  the  same 
time  as  Kahn,  Wassermann  reaction  and  Hb.  were  done. 

(3)  That  they  should  be  reminded  of  the  facilities  at  the  Municipal  Health  Centre, 
Whitegate  Drive,  at  Fleetwood  Hospital  and  Lytham  and  St.  Annes  Hospitals, 
for  X-rays  of  maternity  patients  and  reports  thereon. 

(4)  That  the  blood  pressure  should  be  taken  at  the  thirtieth  week  of  pregnancy. 

(5)  That  the  Rh  factor,  Kahn,  Wassermann  reaction  and  Hb.  should  be  done  at 
the  first  visit  to  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  and  that  at  the  thirty-second  week 
the  Hb.  should  be  repeated.  A result  of  under  75  % should  be  regarded  as 
anaemia. 

(6)  That  this  Conference  is  of  opinion  that  the  minimum  Statutory  requirement 
is  inadequate  and  recommends  that  it  should  be  increased. 

(7)  That  in  all  cases  of  earlier  discharge  from  hospital,  the  Hospital  Authority 
should  telephone  the  General  Practitioner  and  the  Midwife  qoncemed,  that  the 
patient  was  being  discharged  that  day,  and  then  confirm  the  information  in 
writing. 

(8)  That  any  patient  who  fails  to  attend  for  Ante-Natal  examination  should  be 
visited  by  the  Health  Visitor. 

(9)  That  Health  Visitors  should  consult  the  General  Practitioners  prior  to  visiting 
a patient  and  that  advice  on  exercise  and  talks  on  Ante-Natal  care  should 
continue  to  be  given  by  Health  Visitors  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

(10)  That  the  service  provided  by  the  Relaxation  Classes  at  the  Health  Centre, 
and  at  Fleetwood  Clinic,  should  be  further  expanded. 

The  meeting  concluded  with  an  agreement  that  a further  meeting  be  held  in 
September,  and  this  was  convened  for  the  27th  September,  1956. 

Mr.  Everett  opened  the  meeting  by  referring  to  the  the  last  meeting  and  its 
recommendation,  and  said  the  present  meeting  had  been  convened  to  consider 
methods  to  be  adopted  to  secure  implementation.  Agreement  was  reached  on  the 
following  ; — 
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1.  Procedure  by  Midwives. 

When  a midwife  books  a confinement  she  should  : 

(a)  Inform  the  patient’s  own  doctor. 

(b)  Ascertain  whether  the  patient’s  own  doctor  will  be  willing,  if  necessary,  to 
attend  the  confinement. 

(c)  If  the  patient’s  own  doctor  does  not  wish  to  attend  the  confinement,  then  : 

(i)  ask  the  doctor  himself  to  name  another  doctor,  or 

(ii)  if  he  does  not  do  so,  she  should  arrange  with  a doctor  of  her  own  choice 
who  would  be  willing  to  attend  the  confinement,  if  necessary. 

(d)  If,  at  the  time  of  the  confinement,  the  “ booked  ” practitioner  is  not  available 
or  for  any  other  reason  is  unable  to  attend,  the  midwife  should  : 

(i)  call  the  doctor  on  duty  from  the  General  Practitioner/Obstetrician  Rota,  or 

(ii)  in  the  event  of  a grave  emergency,  call  out  the  Obstetric  Flying  Squad. 

2.  Rota  of  General  Practitioner/Obstetricians. 

The  General  Practitioners  on  the  Local  Obstetric  lists  should  make  arrange- 
ments whereby,  on  rota,  a General  Practitioner/Obstetrician  (or  General  Practi- 
tioner/Obstetricians) is  available  to  attend  a confinement  in  instances  where  the 
doctor  booked  for  the  confinement  cannot  be  located  or  is  unable  to  attend. 

NOTE — This  matter  should  obviously  be  discussed  by  the  Local  Medical  Committee 
who  (if  they  feel  that  the  recommendation  should  be  implemented)  might 
refer  it  to  the  Local  Executive  Council. 

3.  Notifications  to  General  Practitioners. 

The  General  Practitioner  should  be  informed  of  his  patients’  attendances  at 
ante-natal  clinics  irrespective  of  whether  the  case  is  booked  for  domiciliary  or 
hospital  confinement. 

4.  Domiciliary  Consultations. 

All  General  Practitioners  should  be  made  fully  aware  of  the  arrangements 
under  which  the  services  of  Consultant  Obstetricians  are  available  for  domiciliary 
consultations. 

5.  ANTE  NATAL  CARE 

The  Conference  agreed  that  practitioners  should  be  made  fully  aware  of  the 
importance  of  blood-pressure,  oedema  and  abnormal  increase  in  weight  and 
recommended  the  following  procedures  : 

(i)  Blood  Pressure. 

It  is  recommended  that  blood  pressure  should  be  taken  on  the  first  visit 
and,  subsequently,  in  the  case  of  primiparas  fortnightly,  and  in  the  case  of 
multiparas  monthly,  until  the  thirtieth  week  and  thereafter  the  blood  pressure 
in  all  cases,  should  be  taken  at  fortnightly  intervals. 

(ii)  Blood  Tests. 

General  Practitioners  should  be  informed  of  the  present  facilities  available 
for  haemoglobin  estimations,  Rh.  groupings  and  Kahn  tests  which  can  be  done 
at  the  local  Clinics  and  the  results  notified  to  the  Practitioners.  It  is  not 
recommended  that  routine  ABO  grouping  should  be  carried  out  but,  if 
specifically  requested,  this  can  be  done  for  a practitioner. 

NOTE — It  is  the  opinion  of  Dr.  F.  H.  Yates,  Group  Pathologist,  that  ABO 
grouping  is  unnecessary  (since  this  is  always  done  at  the  time  blood  is 
supplied  for  transfusion)  except  in  cases  of  grave  emergency  when  group 
IV.O  Rh  NEGATIVE  blood  is  issued  to  the  Flying  Squad. 
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(iii)  Weight 

Weight  charts  or  graphs  should  be  included  in  the  ante-natal  record.  It 
is  particularly  important  to  note  whether  there  is  any  abnormal  increase  in 
weight  during  the  thirteenth  to  twentieth  weeks  of  pregnancy.  Primiparas 
should  be  weighed  fortnightly  and  multiparas  monthly.  Any  midwife  who  has 
difficulty  in  weighing  any  patient  should  send  the  patient  to  the  Local  Authority 
clinic. 

(iv)  X-Rays. 

Obstetric  cases  for  X-ray  in  the  Blackpool  area  should  be  sent  to  the 
Consultant  Obstetrician  at  the  Victoria  Hospital  Ante-Natal  Clinic,  through 
which  they  will  be  referred  to  the  Victoria  Hospital  X-Ray  Department  and 
the  reports  on  the  X-Rays  would  be  sent  to  the  patients’  General  Practitioners. 
In  Fleetwood,  L57tham  and  St.  Annes,  the  practitioners  should  arrange  for 
X-Rays  to  be  done  at  their  local  Hospitals. 

6.,  HEALTH  EDUCATION 

The  Conference  agreed  that  General  Practitioners,  Midwives  and  Health  Visitors 
should  do  everything  possible  to  impress  upon  their  patients  the  importance  of  early 
and  regular  attendance  during  pregnancy. 

7.  STATUTORY  REQUIREMENTS  RELATING  TO  ANTE  AND  POST 

NATAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

The  Conference  unanimously  expressed  dissatisfaction  with  the  present 
Statutory  requirements  about  Ante  and  Post  Natal  Examinations  (two  ante-natal 
and  one  post-natal)  which  are  considered  to  be  totally  inadequate. 

8.  GENERAL  PRACTTONERS/OBSTETRICIANS. 

The  Conference  agreed  that  General  Practitioners  on  the  Obstetric  list  should 
be  made  aware  that  they  had  contracted  to  do  far  more  than  the  Statutory  Regula- 
tions might  lead  some  of  them  to  believe.  In  future,  only  doctors  who  had  held 
resident  obstetrical  appointments  in  Hospitals  should  be  admitted  to  the  list.  All 
practitioners  admitted  to  the  list  should  have  a refresher  course  in  obstetrics  at 
least  once  in  five  years  and  that  the  cost  should  be  borne  by  the  Health  Service. 

9.  GENERAL  PRACTITIONER/OBSTETRICIAN— FEES. 

Reference  was  made  to  the  fees  payable  to  General  Practitioner/Obstetricians 
and  it  was  agreed  to  recommend  that,  in  cases  where  a practitioner  who,  after 
contracting  to  attend  a patient  in  a domiciliary  confinement,  subsequently  finds  it 
necessary  to  send  his  patient  into  hospital  for  the  confinement,  the  practitioner 
should  be  paid  the  fee  he  would  have  received  had  the  patient  not  been  admitted 
to  hospital,  and  not  a reduced  fee  as  at  present. 

10.  HOSPITAL  ACCXIMMODATION  FOR  OBSTETRIC  CASES 
(i)  General  Practitioner  Obstetric  Units. 

The  Conference  agreed,  in  principle,  that  General  Practitioner  MatemiW 
Units  should  be  for  normal  cases  only  and  that  abnormal  cases  should  auto- 
matically be  transferred  to  the  main  hospital.  It  was  agreed  to  recommend 
the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board  to  provide  a General  Practitioner 
Obstetric  Unit  in  Blackpool  as  soon  as  possible,  such  accommodation  to  be  in 
close  proximity  to  the  main  hospital. 

It  was  felt  that  when  such  unit  was  provided  a scheme  similar  to  that  in 
operation  in  the  Bristol  area  might,  with  advantage,  be  operated  in  this  area. 
In  Bristol,  the  patients’  own  doctor  and  the  midwife  attend  confinements  in 
accommodation  adjacent  to  the  main  hospital.  The  hospital  and  specialist 
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services  are  available  and  can  be  called  in  at  any  time.  In  normal  circum- 
stances, the  patient  would  return  home  within  twenty-four  hours  and  if  any 
abnormality  arose  the  patient  would  be  admitted  to  the  main  hospital. 

(ii)  Discharge  of  Patients. 

In  cases  where  toxaemia  was  detected  earlier,  patients  would  be  admitted 
to  Hospital  and  this  would  probably  mean  that  some  post-natal  cases  would 
have  to  be  discharged  home  earlier  than  usual.  The  Conference  agreed  that 
the  General  Practitioner  should  be  informed  of  this  on  the  day  of  discharge  as 
well  as  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  who  would  arrange  for  the  midwife  and 
the  Health  Visitor  to  attend. 

(iii)  Relaxation  Classes. 

The  Conference  recommended  that  relaxation  classes  should  be  started 
at  Victoria  Hospital,  Lytham  and  St.  Annes  Hospitals. 

11.  LOCAL  MEDICAL  COMMITTEES. 

The  Conference  agreed  to  recommend  that  the  Blackpool  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  should  arrange  for  a member  of  his  staff  to  attend  meetings  of  the  Blackpool 
Local  Medical  Committee  on  occasions  when  he  is  unable  to  attend  himself. 

12.  MID  WIVES. 

The’  Conference  agreed  to  recommend  that  midwives  should  be  advised  that 
professional  discussions  on  a specific  case  should  not  take  place  within  the  hearing 
of  the  patient. 

13.  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

The  Conference  agreed  to  recommend  the  local  Medical  Officers  of  Health  to 
arrange  : 

(i)  for  any  patient  who  fails  to  attend  for  an  ante-natal  examination  on  the  day 
appointed  to  be  visited  by  the  Health  Visitor. 

(ii)  that  Health  Visitors  should  not  give  medical  advice  to  patients  prior  to 
consulting  the  patients’  own  Practitioner,  and 

(iii)  for  advice  on  exercise  and  talks  on  ante-natal  care  to  continue  to  be  given 
by  Health  Visitors  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

14.  ADMINISTRATIVE  ACTION  ON  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

CONFERENCE. 

The  Conference  authorised  the  Chairman  to  take  such  administrative  action 
as  he  considered  necessary  to  secure  the  implementation  of  the  recommendations 
of  the  Conference. 

Light  Treatment,  Exercise  and  Massage.  This  service  is  available  in  full  at 
the  Municipal  Health  Centre  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  children  under  5 
years  of  age  and  school  children,  and  at  the  Hawes  Side  and  Bispham  Clinics  for 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  pre-school  children  only.  At  the  Layton  Clinic 
only  ante-natal  exercises  are  available  at  the  present  time. 

Confinements  in  Hospital  and  Admissions  to  Hospital  on  Social  Grounds. 
By  arrangement  with  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Hospital  Management  Committee 
a special  ante-natal  booking  clinic  for  those  expectant  mothers  who  wish  to  have 
their  confinement  in  Glenroyd  Maternity  Hospital  is  held  at  the  Municipal  Health 
Centre  on  Friday  mornings  each  week.  The  clinic  is  attended  by  the  Consultant 
Obstetrician  to  the  Hospital  Management  Committee. 
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Usually  all  first  confinements  are  booked  but  other  cases  are  assessed  according 
to  their  medical  and  obstetrical  needs.  Those  considered  suitable  for  home  confine- 
ment are  referred  to  the  Health  Department  and  visited  by  the  district  midwife, 
who,  if  she  feels  that  the  home  conditions  are  satisfactory, books,  the  case.  Should 
the  home  environment  be  unsuitable  a report  to  that  effect  is  forwarded  to  Glenroyd 
Maternity  Hospital  and  the  patient  is  usually  allocated  a bed  in  the  hospital. 
During  the  year  331  cases  were  investigated  and  of  this  number  122  were  booked 
as  home  confinements  and  198  were  booked  for  confinement  in  Glenroyd.  The 
remaining  11  cases  were  booked  for  hospitals  outside  the  borough  or  made  private 
arrangements. 

Post-Natal  Services.  Post-Natal  Clinics  are  held  once  a week  at  the  Municipal 
Health  Centre,  once  every  fourth  week  at  the  Bispham  and  Layton  centres,  and 
every  second  week  at  the  South  Shore  centre.  All  mothers  who  have  attended 
the  ante-natal  clinics  are  given  an  appointment  for  an  examination  six  weeks  after 
confinement.  Where  necessary  the  patient  is  referred  to  the  Consultant 
Gynaecologist  at  the  Victoria  Hospital.  During  the  year  673  women  attended  the 
clinic,  648  of  which  were  new  patients,  and  in  all  794  attendances  were  made. 

Birth  Control  Clinic,  Owing  to  the  small  attendance  only  one  session  every 
three  weeks  is  held.  78  patients  were  seen  at  the  clinic  during  the  year,  24  being 
new  patients.  The  78  patients  made  207  attendances  at  18  sessions,  making  an 
average  attendance  of  11.5  per  session. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  treated  and  attendances  at 
the  various  sunlight  clinics  : — 
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Day  Nurseries.  There  is  one  Day  Nursery  situated  at  the  corner  of  Caunce 
Street  and  Devonsjiire  Road,  which  is  a non-residentiaJ  nursery  and  has  accommoda- 
tion for  50.  The  Council  have  adhered  to  the  policy  that  only  the  following 
priority  classes  should  be  able  to  place  a child  in  the  nursery  unless  there  are 
exceptional  circumstances : 

(i)  Unmarried  mothers. 

(ii)  Widows. 

(iii)  Mothers  not  living  with,  or  supported  by  their  husbands,  and  not 
in  receipt  of  a separation,  or  similar  allowance. 

(iv)  Mothers  whose  husbands  are  incapacitated  by  reason  of  ill-health 
or  who  are  themselves  similarly  incapacitated. 

(v)  Mothers  whose  husbands  are  serving  in  H.M.  Forces. 

During  the  school  terms  the  dinner  meal  is  obtained  from  the  school  kitchens, 
but  as  the  Education  authority  now  close  down  the  kitchens  during  school  holidays, 
cooking  during  this  period  is  carried  out  by  the  Day  Nursery  staff. 

The  following  table  gives  information  regarding  the  attendances,  staff  and 
numbers  of  mothers  released  for  employment : — 


Staff. 


Matron 

Nursery  Nurse 

Nursery 

Assistants 

Domestics 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Attendances. 


Total 

Average  Daily 

Monday  to  Friday  ... 

3413 

13.5 

Saturday  

260 

5.3 

The  number  of  mothers  released  for  emplo5mnent  during  the  year  is  : 37. 

Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulation  Act,  1948.  No  applications  for 
registration  under  the  above  Regulations  were  received,  but  as  additional  toilet 
and  washing  facilities  had  been  installed  at  the  nursery  premises,  permission  had 
been  sought  and  obtained  to  increase  the  number  of  children  from  10  to  20.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  the  following  position  existed  : 

Nurseries  1 — 20  children. 

Daily  Minders  2 — 17  children. 

Welfare  Foods.  Cod  Liver  Oil,  Orange  Juice,  Vitamin  Tablets  and  National 
Dried  Milk  can  be  obtained  in  exchange  for  postage  stamps  at  the  Health  Centre 
Clinic  between  9-15  a.m.  and  5 p.m.  Mondays  to  Fridays,  and  from  9-15  to  11-45 
a.m.  on  Saturdays.  These  items  are  also  available  at  certain  clinic  sessions  at 
Bispham,  Layton  and  Hawes  Side.  Proprietary  brands  of  welfare  foods  are  also 
supplied  if  the  Clinic  Medical  Officer  considers  it  desirable. 

The  following  table  gives  information  of  the  various  welfare  foods  distributed 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1957. 
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National 

Cod  Liver 

Vitamlsj 

Orange 

Proprietary  Brandi 

Dried  Milk 

Oil 

Juice 

Welfare  Foodi 

40,482 

7,853 

5,870 

71,400 

18,079 

The  total  receipts  for  these  issues  amounted  to  : 


Bx-M.O.F. 
Welfare  Foods 

Proprietary  Brands 
Welfare  Foods 

£3264 

£2105 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  sale  of  proprietary  brands  of  welfare  foods  has 
decreased  by  nearly  4,000  units,  and  as  there  has  been  no  decrease  in  the  number 
of  children  born  during  the  year  this  can  only  be  attributed  to  the  withdrawal  by 
firms  of  some  of  the  popular  tinned  foods  and  the  fact  that  clinic  packs  are  now 
obtainable  at  chemist’s  shops. 


Mother  and  Baby  Homes.  An  annual  grant  is  made  by  the  Corporation  to 
the  Fylde  House  of  Help  and  the  Lancaster  Diocesan  F*rotection  and  Rescue 
Society  ; the  former  association  arranges  accommodation  for  the  unmarried  mother 
to  have  her  confinement  and  the  latter  maintains  a home  for  such  cases.  Mainten- 
ance fees  incurred  in  respect  of  Blackpool  cases  are  also  met.  Three  women  for 
whom  this  authority  was  responsible  were  admitted  to  accommodation  outside  the 
borough  secured  by  the  above  organisation  during  the  year. 

Illegitimate  Children.  The  major  portion  of  the  social  work  in  Blackpool  in 
this  particular  sphere  is  carried  on  by  the  Fylde  House  of  Help,  the  Lancaster 
Diocesan  Protection  and  Rescue  Society,  and  the  Health  Visitors  of  the  department. 
In  those  cases  where  the  question  of  adoption  arises  the  Children’s  Officer  is  affected, 
and  in  certain  instances  the  Probation  Officer  is  also  concerned. 


DENTAL  CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS. 

Until  this  year  mothers  and  children  had  been  referred  to  the  general  dental 
services  for  advice  and  treatment.  During  the  year,  however,  arrangements  have 
been  made  to  co-ordinate  this  scheme  with  that  of  the  school  dental  service. 


Part-time  use  by  the  Health  Committee  is  now  made  of  Dental  Clinics  at 
Bennett  Avenue,  Ashburton  Road  and  350,  Lytham  Road,  and  in  order  to  meet 
this  new  requirement  the  existing  strength  of  4 dental  officers,  has  been  increased 
to  5,  structural  alterations  made  and  additional  furniture  and  equipment  obtained. 
Out  of  a total  of  55  sessions  a week  5 are  allocated  to  this  department.  The  following 
table  shows  the  numbers  provided  with  dental  care,  also  forms  of  dental  treatment 
provided,  and  the  total  number  of  sessions  devoted  to  maternity  and  child  welfare 
patients  during  the  year  was  13. 


A.  Numbers  provided  with  Dental  Care. 


(1) 

Examined 

(2) 

Needing 

Treatment 

(3) 

Treated 

(4) 

Made 

Dentally  Fit 
(5) 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  

3 

2 

— 

— 

Children  under  Five  

1 

1 

1 

1 
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B.  Forms  of  Dental  Treatment  Provided. 


(1) 

Scalings 
and  Gum 
Treatment 

(2) 

Fillings 

(3) 

Silver 

Nitrate 

Treatment 

(4) 

Crowns  or 
inlays 

(5) 

Extrac- 

tions 

(6) 

General 

Anaes- 

thetics 

(7) 

Radio- 

graptis 

(10) 

Full 

Upper  or 
Lower 

(S) 

Partial 
Upper  or 
Lower 

(9) 

Expectant  and 
Nursing 

Mothers 

_ 

Children 
under  Five 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Care  of  Premature  Infants.  Every  effort  was  made  during  the  year  to  ensure 
that  special  care  was  given  to  all  premature  births.  All  such  births  receive  an 
early  visit  by  the  Health  Visitor.  The  following  table  gives  details  of  premature 
live  births  in  the  borough,  after  adjustment  for  transferred  notifications,  classified 
according  to  place  of  birth,  birth  weight  and  period  of  survival  after  birth,  from 
which  it  will  be  noticed  that  there  were  163  premature  births,  137  of  which  survived 
for  one  month.  Of  this  number  137  were  born  in  hospital  and  of  these  114  survived 
for  one  month.  Details  of  premature  stillbirths  classified  according  to  place  of 
birth  and  birth  weight  are  also  given. 
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Born 

in 

nure- 

ing 

home 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Bom 

at 

home 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Bom 

in 

hos- 

pital 

17 

CO 

1 32 

J'REMATURE  LIVE  BIRTHS 

Bom  in  nursing 
home  and 
transferred  to 
hospital  on  or 
before  28th  day 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Died 

within 

24 

hrs.  of 
birth 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Born  in  nursing 
home  and  nursed 
entirely  there 

Total 

1 

1 

CO 

Tjt 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

1 

1 

- 

CO 

Died 

within 

24 

hrs.  of 
birth 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

Born  at  home  and 
transferred  to 
hospital  on  or 
before  28th  day 

Total 

1 

1— 1 

1 

1 

rH 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Died 

within 

24 

hrs.  of 
birth 

1 

- 

I 

1 

- 

Born  at  home 
and  nursed 
entirely  at  home 

Total 

- 

CO 

o 

- 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

1 

- 

o 

- 

19 

Died 

within 

24 

hrs.  of 
birth 

1 

- 

1 

1 

137  1 

Bora  in  Hospital 

Total 

24 

27 

o 

Cl 

60 

i 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

i 

C5 

24 

23 

CO 

o 

114 

Died 

within 

24 

hrs.  of 
birth 

01 

- 

- 

o 

Weight  at 
birth 

3 Ib.  4 ozs.  or  less 

Over  3 lb.  4 oz.  up 
to  and  including 

4 Ib.  6 oz. 

Over  4 lb.  6 oz.  up 
to  and  including 

4 Ib.  15  oz. 

Over  4 lb.  15  oz. 
up  to  and 
including 

5 lb.  8 oz. 

Totals  ... 
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SECTION  23  — MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 

On  the  1st  February,  1957,  33  midwives  were  registered  as  intending  to 
practise  in  the  Borough.  This  number  is  made  up  as  follows  ; — 

Regional  Hospital  Board  27 

Municipal  Service  ...  ...  5 

Private  Practice  1 

Twenty-six  of  the  midwives  were  qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air  analgesia. 
During  the  year  these  nurses  attended  a total  of  2091  cases. 

Each  municipal  midwife  within  the  Borough  is  allotted  a specific  district,  but 
she  is  not  necessarily  strictly  confined  to  the  area  allotted  to  her,  and  may,  if 
necessary,  attend  cases  outside  her  normal  area,  particularly  during  holidays  and 
sickness  of  other  midwives. 

The  midwives  are  encouraged  to  attend  the  ante-natal  sessions  held  at  the 
Borough  Clinics  where  they  are  able  to  see  their  own  patients  and  discuss  them 
with  the  doctor  in  attendance.  This  arrangement  is  beneficial  both  to  the  midwife 
and  the  patient. 

All  municipal  midwives  are  encouraged  to  use  motor  cars  in  connection  with 
their  duties,  for  which  they  receive  a mileage  allowance.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
2 of  the  4 midwives  were  using  motor  cars. 


Th  following  table  indicates  the  cases  attended  by  all  midwives  in  the  Borough 
during  1957  : — 


Confinements 

attended. 

Confinements  with  use  of 

Gas /Air 

Pethedine  Trllene  Analgesia 

(o)  Local  Health  Authority  Services: — 
Municipal  Midwives 

368 

159 

4 

297 

(b)  Hospital  Services  : — 

In  State  Hospitals  

1648 

939 

885 

469 

(c)  In  Private  Practice  : — 

Domiciliary,  Nursing  Homes,  etc 

75 

68 

24 

45 

Total  — All  Services  

2091 

1166 

913 

811 

SECTION  24  — HEALTH  VISITING. 

The  Health  Visitors  are  responsible  for  visiting  homes  to  advise  on  the  care 
and  management  of  infants.  Every  birth  is  notified  to  the  appropriate  Health 
Visitor  who  visits  the  mother  and  baby  as  soon  as  possible,  usually  on  the  fourteenth 
day  after  birth.  Re-visits  are  paid  periodically  to  the  home  of  the  pre-school  child 
to  advise  and  help  the  mother  in  every  possible  way.  Unfortunately  when  the 
child  attains  school  age  he  or  she  is  no  longer  under  the  care  of  the  Health  Visitors 
but  is  transferred  to  the  school  nurse.  This  is  not  considered  a satisfactory  arrange- 
ment and  the  appointment  of  combined  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  would 
be  an  advantage  and  improve  recruitment. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  has  widened  the  scope  of  the  Health 
Visitor’s  work,  so  that  she  is  now  the  advisor  on  the  health  and  well-being  of  the 
whole  family.  She  is  also  encouraged  to  assist  the  general  practitioner  in  eveiy^ 
way  possible. 

The  establishment  of  Health  Visitors  is  12.  The  actual  number  employed  at 
the  31st  December,  1957,  was  8.  This  staff  is  totally  inadequate  for  a town  the 
size  of  Blackpool,  and  difficulty  is  still  being  experienced  in  recruiting  the  full 
complement  of  staff.  The  Health  Visitors  available,  however,  are  evenly  distributed 
throughout  the  town.  Arrangements  are  made  so  that  the  Health  Visitors  may 
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devote  as  much  time  as  possible  to  home  visiting  and  two  part-time  state  registered 
nurses  are  employed  to  attend  clinic  sessions,  thus  enabling  the  Health  Visitors  to 
devote  more  time  to  visiting  and  advising  mothers. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  during 
the  year.  It  is  noticeable  that  during  1956  there  was  a marked  decline  in  the 
number  of  visits,  but  the  part-time  staff  have  obviously  enabled  the  Health  Visitors 
to  devote  more  time  to  home  visiting.  The  steep  increase  in  the  visits  at  (e)  was 
necessitated  by  a measles  epidemic  which  occurred  during  the  j^ear. 


1955. 

1956. 

1957. 

(a) 

To  expectant  mothers  : 

(i)  First  visits  : 

180 

104 

172 

(ii)  Total  visits;  ... 

267 

129 

220 

(b) 

To  children  under  one  year  of  age  : 

(i)  First  visits  : 

1557 

1709 

1801 

(ii)  Total  visits:  ... 

6536 

4608 

5353 

(c) 

To  children  age  1 and  under  2 years  : 
Total  visits  ; ... 

4099 

2369 

2643 

(d) 

To  children  age  2 but  under  5 years  ; 
Total  visits  : 

7893 

5234 

5883 

(e) 

To  other  cases  (except  School  Children)  : 
Total  \asits  : 

2607 

973 

3465 

SECTION  25  — HOME  NURSING. 


The  establishment  of  Home  Nurses  is  25,  although  by  the  end  of  the  year  the 
strength  was  20  females  and  one  male.  Regular  advertising  has  not  brought 
adequate  response,  although  in  spite  of  terminations  it  has  been  possible  to  maintain 
a minimum  staff  of  20  throughout  the  year. 

District  Nurses  are  the  handmaidens  of  the  general  practitioners,  and  their 
work  continues  to  increase  as  their  services  are  being  requested  more  and  more 
both  bv  general  practitioners  and  to  deal  with  dressings  of  cases  discharged  from 
hospital.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  were  it  not  for  the  regular  attendance  of 
District  Nurses,  many  of  the  patients  who  are  bedridden  at  home  would  have  to  be 
removed  to  hospital  in  order  to  receive  adequate  nursing  care. 

The  number  of  injection  treatments  prescribed  by  doctors  is  still  increasing, 
and  the  tabulation  below  shows  patients  attended  and  injections  given  : — 


Patients. 

Injections. 

Anaemia 

1173 

6486 

Anti-biotics 

264 

2184 

Diabetic  

336 

6973 

Diuretics 

1457 

8736 

Vitamins 

1202 

7121 

Others  

64 

475 

Total  : 4496 

31975 

During  the  season  there  was  again 

a demand  for  home 

nursing  attention  to 

visitors,  and  1491  visits  were  necessitated,  this  being  quite 

an  increase  on  the 

number  of  visits  made  last  year.  The 
below  : — 

numbers  of  patients 

visited  are  classified 

Surgical  dressings  

12 

General  Nursing  Care  ... 

10 

Enema  ...  

9 

Insulin  Injections 

83 

Penicillin  Injections 

1 

Other  Injections 

...  ...  ... 

...  104 
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District  Nurses  who  use  auto-cycles  or  power  pedal  cycles  are  reimbursed  by 
an  annual  allowance,  otherwise  tram  and  bus  fares  are  allowable. 


The  following  table  indicates  the  type  of  work  undertaken  by  District  Nurses 
during  the  whole  of  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  December,  1957,  including  the 
figures  previously  given  in  respect  of  visitors 


Analysis  of  Cases 

Visits  to  ail  Ca.ses 

Under  5 

6—65 

Over  65 

Total 

Under  5 

5—65 

Over  65 

Total 

Tuberculosis : 

(a)  Nursing  Care  1 

(b)  Streptomycin  j 

— 

5 

8 

13 

26 

7 

33 

— 

1089 

56 

1145 

Cancer  

— 

48 

65 

113 

— 

1794 

1550 

3344 

Heart  

— 

97 

214 

311 

— 

2665 

6190 

8855 

Diabetic  

— 

43 

88 

131 

— 

1869 

5109 

6978 

Other  Medical  

5 

462 

682 

1149 

15 

8786 

13335 

22136 

Other  Surgical  

11 

207 

271 

489 

83 

3271 

5402 

8756 

Infectious  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Maternal  Complications 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

8 

— 

8 

Chronic  

— 

54 

453 

507 

63 

2314 

13709 

16086 

Others  

— 

— 

5 

5 

— 

1 

84 

85 

TOTALS  

16 

939 

1785 

2740 

161 

21802 

45443 

67406 

SECTION  26  — VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation..  The  Immunisation  Clinics  held  throughout  the 
town  continued  during  the  year  to  be  well  attended.  The  arrangements  whereby 
there  were  separate  immunisation  Clinics  from  the  normal  Child  Welfare  Clinics 
resulted  in  increased  attendances.  Mothers  are  constantly  encouraged  to  bring  their 
babies  to  the  clinics  for  immunisation  from  the  age  of  three  months  onwards. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  73  general  practitioners  were  taking  part  in  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946  whereby  doctors  who  immunise 
their  own  patients  under  the  Local  Health  Authority’s  approved  arrangements  may 
obtain  free  supplies  of  prophylactic  and  receive  a fee  of  5/-  per  case  upon  the 
receipt  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  a completed  record  card. 


During  the  year  1333  children  received  a full  course  of  immunisation  against 
diphtheria,  whilst  1990  children  who  had  previously  received  a full  course  were 
given  a reinforcement  dose. 


Verbal  propaganda  by  Medical  Officers  and  Health  Visitors  in  the  course  of 
their  duties,  and  in  addition  the  distribution  of  leaflets,  is  used  with  a view  to 
persuading  parents  and  the  public  generally  as  to  the  value  of  immunisation. 


Triple  antigen  (diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus)  was  used  for  all 
injections  given  at  local  authority  clinics  and  by  general  practitioners  with  very' 
few  exceptions,  but  school  children  are  given  T.A.F.  (toxoid  antitoxin  floccules) 
which  was  made  available  by  the  Ministry  replacing  A.P.T.  (alum  precipitated 
toxoid)  which  according  to  a Medical  Research  Council  report  involves  some  risk 
of  provoking  paralysis  due  to  poliomyelitis. 
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Age  at  date  of  final  injection  (as  regards  (a)  and  (b)) 
or  of  re-inforcing  injection  (as  regards  (b)) 

Under  1 

1—4 

5—14 

Total 

Diphtheria 

Immunisatiou 

(a)  Number  ol  children  who  comp- 
leted a full  course  of  primary 
immunisation  (including  temp- 
orary residents)  during  the  year 

765 

254 

314 

1333 

(b)  Number  ol  children  who  received 
a secondary  (reinforcing)  injec- 
tion (i.e.  subsequently  to 
primary  immunisation  at  an 
earlier  age)  during  the  year 

4 

208 

1778 

1990 

Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation 

(c)  Number  of  children  who 
completed  a full  course  of 
immunisation  (including  temp- 
orary residents)  during  the  year 

721 

185 

116 

1022 

Of  the  total  injections  shown  at  (a)  and  (b)  in  the  above  table,  303  and  1746 
injections  respectively  were  given  at  sessions  conducted  by  the  school  medical 
service  and  286  and  115  respectively  by  Medical  Practitioners. 

Vaccination — Smallpox.  Vaccination  Clinics  at  the  same  time  as  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  Clinics  were  held  throughout  the  town.  In  addition  to  these  clinics 
65  general  practitioners  were  taking  part  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946,  whereby  doctors  who  vaccinate  their  own  patients  under 
the  Local  Health  Authority’s  approved  arrangements  receive  a fee  of  5/-  per  case 
upon  the  receipt  of  a completed  record  card  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  During 
the  year  1445  vaccinations  were  carried  out  and  in  addition  there  were  729  re- 
vaccinations. 

A large  number  of  the  vaccinations  undertaken  by  the  Authority’s  Medical 
Officers  are  in  respect  of  members  of  the  public  who  are  emigrating  abroad.  During 
the  year  no  complications  of  vaccination  occurred.  The  number  of  newly  bom 
babies  who  are  vaccinated  is  far  from  satisfactory  and  only  48%  of  all  newly  bom 
babies  in  the  town  were  vaccinated  during  the  year,  but  this  is  an  improvement 
on  the  1956  figure,  i.e.  40%. 

Verbal  propaganda  by  Medical  Officers  and  Health  Visitors  in  the  course  of 
their  duties  and  in  addition  the  distribution  of  leaflets,  is  used  with  a view  to 
persuading  parents  and  the  public  generally  as  to  the  value  of  vaccination. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  by  age  groups  vaccinated 
during  the  year  : 


Age  at  date  of 
vaccination. 

Under  1 

1 

2 to  4 

5 to  14 

15  or 
over 

Emigrants 

Total 

No.  vaccinated  ... 

818 

68 

93 

107 

58 

301 

1445 

No.  re- vaccinated 

1 

1 

29 

71 

105 

522 

729 

Vaccination — Poliomyelitis.  As  mentioned  in  my  1956  report  the  use  of 
vaccine  against  poliomyelitis  commenced  in  that  year,  but  during  1957  the  Minister 
of  Health  extended  the  scheme  to  : 

Children  born  during  the  years  1943-1957. 

Expectant  mothers. 

Hospital  staffs  (in  contact  with  cases  of  poliomyelitis)  and  their  families. 
Medical  practitioners  and  their  families. 

Ambulance  staffs  and  their  families. 
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Unfortunately  the  amount  of  British  vaccine  made  available  was  insufficient 
to  meet  even  a small  proportion  of  the  demand,  and  the  Minister  authorised  the 
distribution  of  the  American  and  Canadian  vaccines.  This  decision  was  made  late 
in  the  year  and  in  consequence  none  of  the  Salk  vaccine  was  available  for  use  at 
the  end  of  1957. 

32  sessions  have  however  been  arranged  and  the  table  below  shows  the  number 
of  injections  given  since  the  commencement  of  the  scheme  in  May,  1956,  and  the 
total  number  of  completed  injections  to  the  end  of  the  year. 


Year 

Ist  injection 

2nd  injection 

Completed  at 
end  of  year 

No.  of  applicants 
awaiting  vaccination 

1956 

3 

208 

208 

722 

1957 

2292 

1760 

1958 

7982 

Although  the  waiting  list  of  7982  looks  somewhat  alarming,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  receipt  of  the  Salk  vaccine  will  enable  reduction  of  this  number. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  Ambulance  Service  provided  by  this  Authority  is  operated  as  shown  in 
my  previous  Reports,  but  during  the  year  the  question  of  whether  to  renew  the 
contract  with  the  Invalid  Transport  Service  was  raised.  The  contract  with  this 
body  terminates  in  April,  1958,  and  it  was  decided  to  terminate  the  contract  on 
that  date.  The  proposal  to  vest  the  whole  of  the  Ambulance  Service  into  one 
service  and  station  all  the  vehicles  at  the  Transport  Depot  in  Blundell  Street  will 
require  a supplement  of  five  ambulances  and  two  sitting  cars  to  increase  the  present 
ambulance  strength  to  enable  all  out-of-town  work  to  be  done  by  a direct  Local 
Authority  Ambulance  Service.  A further  proposal  to  fit  all  the  ambulances  with 
radio  control  w'as  also  made. 


The  following  table  summarises  the  work  of  the  two  services  during  the  vear 

1957 


Agency  Service. 

The  Invalid  Transport  Service  provides  10  ambulances  and  3 sitting  case  cars 
and  are  under  contract  to  provide  a 24  hours  service. 


Patients  conveyed  out  of  Boroiugh  : 

By  ambulance  : 

By  car  : 

Patients  conveyed  into  Borough  : 

By  ambulance  : 

By  car  : . . . 

Local  Removals  (Infectious  and  T.  B.  Cases) 


Cases.  Journeys.  Miles. 
2236  1605  102,685 

784  580  27,917 


732  638  19,587 

62  61  3,318 

1712  988  (Not  recorded) 


Local  Authority  Service. 

No.  of  ambulances  : — 5. 

No.  of  sitting  cars  : — 3. 

No.  of  personnel  employed  ; — 
Supervisor — 1. 

Drivers — 15. 

Attendants — 11. 

Patients  conveyed  : 


Cases. 

By  ambulance : ...  ...  12810| 

By  car  : ...  32954 1 


Average  miles 

Journeys.  Miles  per  journey. 
20,387  117,599  5.2 
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Removal  of  Mental  Patients  by  Transport  Cars  and  charged  to  Ambulance  Service  : 

Average  miles 
Cases.  Journeys.  Miles,  per  journey. 

38  38  1,709  45 


Private  Car  Service  : 

5430  children  were  transported  to  and  from  the  Occupation  Centre,  supple- 
menting the  use  of  the  Town  Ambulance  which  transported  441  children. 

Patients  conveyed  by  rail  (cost  borne  by  Local  Authority)  : 

Average  miles 
Cases.  Journeys.  Miles,  per  journey. 

18  16  2,905  181 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  department  made  arrangements  for  a further  68 
patients  to  be  transported  by  rail,  no  cost  being  borne  by  this  Authority. 

The  special  t\^e  of  stretchers  for  conveying  patients  by  rail  were  received  at 
the  latter  end  of  the  year.  These  were,  therefore,  not  put  into  use  during  the 
year  except  on  one  occasion. 

Transport  of  patients  in  appropriate  cases  by  rail  is  of  benefit  to  the  patient 
in  that  it  is  often  a more  comfortable  ride  and  quicker  journey,  and  furthermore 
there  is  a considerable  saving  in  cost  to  the  Local  Authority. 

SECTION  28  — PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND 

AFTER  CARE. 

Prevention  of  Illness.  The  circulation  of  exhibition  posters  and  leaflets  was 
continued  during  the  year,  and  in  addition  such  display  material  was  provided  at 
gas  and  electricity  ^owrooms,  libraries,  clinics,  public  buildings,  and  other 
prominent  points  within  the  town. 

Tuberculosis.  Care  and  after-care  of  tuberculosis  patients  and  their 
convalescence  is  carried  out  by  three  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors.  These  Health 
Visitors  carrv’  out  certain  duties  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  situated  at  the  Municipal 
Health  Centre,  Whitegate  Drive,  Blackpool,  and  work  from  this  Clinic  in  close 
liaison  with  the  chest  physicians  in  attendance. 

Contacts  of  all  newly  diagqiosed  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  are  visited 
without  delay  by  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  and  are  invited  to  attend  at 
the  Health  Centre  for  X-ray  examination.  Contacts  are  also  advised  to  have  an 
annual  check  X-ray  to  ensure  that  if  infection  has  spread  it  is  detected  in  its  early 
stages  when  there  is  more  chance  of  the  patient  recovering  after  treatment.  The 
following  are  details  of  contacts  examined  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  notified  cases  of 
tuberculosis,  and  numbers  of  contacts  subsequently  notified  as  tuberculosis. 


New 

Contacts 

Total 

examinations 

Notified 

Contacts 

subsequently 

Year 

Examined. 

of  contacts. 

cases. 

notified  as 
tuberculosis. 

1948 

281 

807 

263 

6 

1949 

231 

929 

169 

14 

1950 

274 

951 

169 

8 

1951 

316 

906 

173 

1 

1952 

480 

1001 

173 

8 

1953 

435 

766 

173 

14 

19.54 

483 

766 

177 

16 

1955 

416 

636 

154 

3 

1956 

416 

641 

147 

9 

1957 

299 

550 

102 

10 
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Deaths  of  persons  suffering  frorrj  tuberculosis  are  noted  from  the  weekly  returns 
of  deaths  submitted  by  the  local  Registrars  of  Births  and  Deaths  and  persons  who 
had  not  previously  been  notified  as  suffering  from  the  disease  are  recorded 
posthumously,  the  household  is  visited  and  as  mentioned  above  the  contacts  are 
invited  to  attend  for  a check  X-ray.  2 posthumous  notifications  were  recorded 
during  the  year  and  6 contacts  of  the  deceased  were  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  is  offered  to  all  children  and  young  persons  who  are  known 
contacts  of  a case  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  who  have  not  had  a primary 
infection.  During  the  year  82  persons  were  tuberculin  tested  to  ascertain  whether 
there  was  a primary  infection  or  not,  and  the  following  were  given  B.C.G. 


vaccination. 

Under 

2 years. 

Over  2 years 
and  under 

5 years. 

Over  5 years 
and  under 

15  years. 

Over 

15  years. 

Total. 

60 

14 

17 

1 

92 

As  yet  no  scheme  for  the  offering  of  B.C.G.  Vaccination  to  school-leavers, 
i.e.  the  13  years  plus,  group,  has  been  formulated  by  this  Authority.  It  was  hoped 
that  the  scheme  would  be  introduced  during  the  year,  but  with  the  advent  of  the 
poliomyelitis  vaccination  scheme  delay  has  been  inevitable. 

The  scheme  for  the  award  of  points  on  medical  grounds  to  applicants  for 
municipal  houses  has  not  changed  since  last  year.  It  is  of  interest  to  record  here 
that  11  cases  were  considered  on  the  grounds  that  there  was  a tuberculosis  member 
of  the  household  and  that  it  was  desirable  that  he  or  she  should  have  separate 
sleeping  accommodation  which  could  not  be  provided  in  their  present  living 
accommodation . 

X-Ray  Department.  This  Department  continued  to  carry  out  a large  number 
of  X-rays  on  behalf  of  the  Chest  Clinic  of  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Hospitals 
Management  Committee,  and  miscellaneous  services,  and  the  following  table  shows 
details  of  the  films  taken  : — 


Large. 

Small. 

Chest  Clinic  ... 

6224 

2067 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service 

170 

— 

Other  Services 

2 

114 

The  following  figures  give  a summary  of  the 

work  undertaken  by  the 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  during  the  year  1957 

— 

1956. 

1957. 

Number  of  dispensary  sessions  attended  : .. 

620 

611 

Number  of  domiciliary  visits  : 

Routine  Visits  : 

(i)  New  cases  and  contacts 

257 

162 

(ii)  Old  cases  and  contacts 

3821 

2768 

(iii)  Other  chest  conditions 

26 

17 

(iv)  Undiagnosed  cases 

3 

17 

(v)  Others  ...  

34 

38 

Total  visits  to  all  cases 

: 4141 

3002* 

*Included  in  this  figure  were  519  visits  which  are  classified  as  futile  as  access 
to  the  patient  could  not  be  gained.  A long  period  of  sickness  of  one  of  my 
Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  is  the  undoubted  cause  of  a reduction  in  the  number 
of  visits  made  during  1957. 


35 


Miniature  Mass  Radiography  Survey.  As  this  Unit  visited  the  town  in  1956, 
no  survey  took  place  in  the  current  year. 

Cancer  of  the  Lung.  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  7/57,  circularised  to  all 
Local  Authorities  in  England  in  June  of  this  year,  drew  attention  to  a report  of  the 
Medical  Research  Council  that  their  interpretation  of  the  steady  increase  in  death 
from  lung  cancer  during  the  past  25  years  is  that  the  major  part  of  it  was  caused 
by  heavy  tobacco  smoking. 

The  purpose  of  the  circular  was  a request  to  local  authorities  to  take  steps  to 
effectively  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  public  this  opinion.  To  this  end  my  Health 
Committee  empowered  me  to  obtain  through  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education  quantities  of  publicity  material  for  exhibition  in  suitable  places  in  the 
town,  and  also  in  consultation  with  the  Chief  Education  Officer  to  take  steps  to 
implement  suggestions  that  the  Minister  of  Education  had  published  for  guidance 
of  Local  Education  Authorities. 

Posters  D.C.48  were  obtained  and  distributed  to  prominent  offices  for  display, 
and  Secondary  schools  and  the  Technical  College  have  been  informed  that  it  is 
intended  that  attention  of  senior  pupils  will  be  drawn  to  the  dangers  of  smoking. 

The  Chief  Constable  was  also  asked  to  co-operate  in  instructing  his  officers 
to  make  ever}'  effort  to  enforce  the  law  regarding  the  sale  of  cigarettes  to  persons 
under  the  age  of  16  years. 

Prevention  of  Break-up  of  Families.  The  department  has  continued  its 
vigilance  by  visits  of  Health  Visitors  where  it  is  known  that  families  are  in  need 
of  help  with  their  domestic  problems.  No  cases  were  recommended  for  stays  at 
Centres  where  instruction  is  given  on  house  management,  etc.,  but  the  following 
is  a report  on  Family  P who,  as  mentioned  in  my  1956  report,  were  sent  to  Brent- 
wood Recuperative  Centre  during  that  year. 

“ The  home  conditions  similar  to  those  existing  before  stay.  Mrs.  P stated 
that  she  had  had  a lovely  holiday,  but  although  she  had  co-operated  well 
at  the  Centre,  she  did  not  appear  to  have  the  will  power  to  carry  out  her 

• own  intentions. 

The  husband  appears  to  want  to  improve  conditions,  but  must  be  most 
disheartened  by  his  wife’s  inability  to  cope  with  her  responsibilities.” 

Constant  supervision  seems  to  be  the  only  answer  to  this  problem. 

SECTION  29  — DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

On  the  31st  December,  1957,  the  staff  consisted  of  one  supervisor  and  50 
domestic  helps,  of  whom  39  were  full-time  and  11  part-time.  The  number  of 
Home  Helps  is  totally  inadequate  for  the  needs  of  a town  the  size  of  Blackpool, 
and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  increase  the  number  of  Home  Helps  so  as  to 
be  able  to  meet  more  satisfactorily  the  increasing  demands  for  the  service. 

The  following  cases  were  provided  with  Home  Helps  during  the  year  : — 


Confinement  at  home ; ...  8 

Chronic  sick,  including  aged  and  infirm  : ...  ...  ...  352 

Tuberculosis:  ...  ...  8 

Others : 17 


385 


At  the  end  of  December,  1957,  Home  Helps  were  attending  265  households. 
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CREMATIONS. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  his  Deputy  and  one  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  are  the  medical  referees  for  authorising  cremations  under  the  Cremations 
Act.  During  the  year  2647  cremations  were  authorised  at  the  Blackpool 
Crematorium.  This  is  a decrease  of  68  against  the  year  1956.  The  reduction  is 
not  necessarily  owing  to  less  people  being  desirous  of  cremation,  but  to  the  number 
of  new  crematoria  which  are  springing  up  in  the  Lancashire  area.  These  are 
inevitably  reducing  the  number  who  are  applying  to  Blackpool  for  this  service. 

SECTION  51  — MENTAL  HEALTH. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  staff  of  the  Mental  Health  Section  consisted 
of  two  male  Mental  Health  Workers,  both  acting  as  Duly  Authorised  Officers  under 
the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  and  as  Mental  Health  Visitors  under  the 
Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  and  one  female  Mental  Health  Worker,  her  duties  being 
primarily  those  of  a Mental  Health  Visitor,  but  designated  to  act  as  a Duty 
Authorised  Officer  in  an  emergency.  A twenty-four  hour  service  is  provided,  the 
responsibility  for  this  being  shared  by  the  two  male  Duly  Authorised  Officers. 
The  details  of  this  rota  are  passed  to  the  Police  and  Hospitals  who  co-operate  by 
supplying  an  enquirer  with  the  name  of  the  duty  officer  during  nights,  week-ends, 
bank  holidays,  etc.  The  increasing  calls  of  the  public  on  these  officers  during 
out  of  office  hours  has  been  marked  during  the  year. 

Miss  M.  Godfrey,  female  Mental  Health  Worker,  terminated  in  March  of  this 
year,  and  the  post  remained  vacant  until  the  appointment  of  Miss  R.  Halsall  on 
the  30th  December.  During  this  period  all  calls  have  been  met  even  during  the 
time  that  the  case  load  of  the  female  Mental  Health  Worker  has  been  shared,  but 
this  has  inevitably  meant  that  some  of  the  routine  work  could  not  be  completed. 

The  Medical  Superintendent  of  Whittingham  Hospital  is  readily  accessible  to 
advise  on  problems  arising  in  the  field  of  mental  illness,  and  Mental  Health  Workers 
maintain  a close  co-operation  with  the  visiting  psychiatrists  at  the  Victoria  Hospital. 
Space  for  clinics  at  the  Victoria  Hospital  is  limited  and  at  the  end  of  1956 
accommodation  for  an  additional  clinic  was  made  available  at  the  Health  Centre. 
It  is  hoped  that  this  will  help  to  reduce  the  time  taken  for  voluntary  patients 
to  be  seen  by  the  psychiatrist,  and  will  further  co-ordinate  the  work  and  help  to 
remove  the  demarcation  line  between  the  two  authorities. 

The  Medical  Superintendent  of  Royal  Albert  Hospital,  Lancaster,  has  given 
much  helpful  advice  in  problems  related  to  the  care  of  patients  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Acts.  A close  liaison  is  maintained  between  hospital  social  workers 
and  those  of  the  local  authority  ; there  is  an  easy  interchange  of  information  and 
duplication  of  visiting  has  been  avoided.  Supervision  of  cases  on  licence  is  usually 
undertaken  by  Local  Authorities’  Mental  Health  Workers,  but  in  some  cases  this 
is  shared  with  officers  from  the  hospital. 

The  following  table  gives  comparative  figures  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the 
Duly  Authorised  Officers  for  the  years  1949 — 1957  inclusive  : 


1949 

1050 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Admissions,  Orders  

158 

181 

155 

138 

142 

173 

144 

193 

186 

Admissions,  Voluntary  

72 

79 

59 

GO 

106 

128 

134 

180 

282 

General  Enquiries  

179 

250 

429 

494 

351 

508 

575 

891 

1055 

History  reports  

27 

24 

9 

4 

8 

9 

5 

28 

87 

Home  reports  ...  ...  

19 

11 

5 

3 

0 

13 

o 

8 

o 

Hospital  discharges  

137 

192 

149 

121 

151 

228 

239 

314 

389 

After-Care  Visits  

217 

100 

121  1 116 

59 

52 

115 

143 

184 

Cases  reported  for  the  first  time  ... 

No 

record 

280 

233 

203  1 223 

281 

262 

300 

316 

Confidential  reports  to  hospitals  ... 

No  record 

114 

Deaths  in  hospitals  

No  record 

34 

37 


The  table  below  gives  details  of  the  hospitals  to  which  patients  were  admitted 
during  the  year  : — 


Mode  of 
Admission 

Hospital 

Wbittingham 

Weshani 

Park 

Lancaster 

Moor 

Sharoe 

Green 

Queen’s 

Park 

Town  leys 
Bolton 

St.  George’s 
Statfoid 

Cheadle 

Royal 

TOTAL 

Lunacy  Act,  1890 : 
Section  16 

40 

1 

10 

_ 

2 

53 

Section  21(1)  ... 

53 

47 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

104 

Section  20 

4 

9 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

Section  11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mental  Treatment 
Act.  1930: 

Section  1 

178 

74 

21 

3 

— 

4 

2 

— 

282 

Section  5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Magistrates’  Court 
Act,  1952; 

Section  30 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

TOTAL 

277 

131 

46 

3 

1 

6 

2 

2 

468 
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Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-1938,  The  reporting  of  defectives  during  1957, 
the  disposal  of  such  cases  and  the  classification  of  defectives  on  the  Authority’s 
register  are  shown  in  the  folowing  tables  : 


Under 

age  16 

Aged  16 
and  over 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1.  Particulars  of  cases  reported  durinrj  1957  : 

(a)  Cases  at  31st  December,  1957,  ascertained  to  be  defectives  “ subject  to  be 
dealt  with  ” 

Number  in  which  action  taken  on  reports  by; — 

(1)  Local  Education  Autlioritics  on  children 

(i)  While  at  school  or  liable  to  attend  school 

4 

(ii)  On  leaving  special  schools  

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  On  leaving  ordinary  schools 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(2)  Police  or  by  Courts 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(3)  Other  sources  

1 

— 

2 

3 

(b)  Oases  reported  who  were  found  to  be  defectives  but  were  not,  at  31st 
December,  1957  regarded  as  “ subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” on  any  ground  ... 

_ 

1 



(c)  Cases  reported  who  were  not  regarded  as  defectives  and  are  thus  excluded 
from  (a)  or  (b)  









((f)  Cases  reported  in  which  action  was  incomplete  at  31st  December,  1957, 
and  are  thus  excluded  from  (a)  or  (b)  

1 







TOTAL 

6 

— 

3 

3 

2.  Disposal  of  cases  reported  durinrj  1957  : 

(a)  Of  the  cases  ascertained  to  be  defectives  “ subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” (i.e. 
at  1 (a))  number  : 

(i)  Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision  ... 

4 

1 

O 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardianship 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  Taken  to  “ Places  of  Safety  ” 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iv)  Admitted  to  hospitals  ... 

1 

— 

1 

1 

(b)  Of  the  cases  not  ascertained  to  be  defectives  “ subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” 
(i.e.  at  1 (b))  number  : 

(i)  Placed  under  Voluntary  Supervision 

1 

(ii)  Action  unnece.ssarv 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Cases  reported  at  1 (a)  or  (b)  above  who  removed  from  the  area  or  died 
before  disposal  was  arranged  





— 

— 

TOTAL 

5 

— 

3 

3 

3.  Numher  of  mental  defectives  for  whom  care  was  arranged  by  the  local  health 
authority  under  Circular  5/52  during  1957  and  admitted  to  : 

(a)  National  Health  Service  Hospitals  ... 

1 

4 

3 

(b)  Elsewhere  

4 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

4 

1 

4 

3 

4.  Total  cases  on  Authority’s  registers  at  31/12/57; 

(i)  Under  Statutory  Supervision  

24 

15 

41 

38 

(ii)  Under  Guardianship  ... 

— 

— 

1 

(iii)  In  “ Places  of  Safety  ” 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(iv)  In  Hospitals 

6 

4 

50 

39 

(v)  Under  Voluntary  Supervision 

1 

15 

6 

TOTAL 

32 

21 

107 

83 

5.  Numher  of  defectives  under  Guardianship  on  31sf  December,  1957,  who  were 
dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  Section  8 or  9,  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913, 
(Included  in  4 (ii)) 

6.  Classification  of  defectives  in  the  Community  on  31  f 12  f 57  (according  to  need 
at  that  date)  : 

(n)  Cases  included  in  4(i)-(iii)  in  need  of  hospital  care  and  reported  accordingly 
to  the  hospital  authority  ; 

(1)  In  urgent  need  of  hospital  care  : — 

(i)  “ cot  and  chair  ” cases  

3 

o 

(ii)  ambulant  low  grade  cases 

— 

1 

1 

3 

(iii)  medium  grade  cases  ... 

O 

— 

3 

— 

(iv)  high  grade  cases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  urgent  cases 

2 

4 

4 

5 

(2)  Not  in  urgent  need  of  hospital  care;  — 

(i)  “ cot  and  chair  ” cases  

_ 

(ii)  ambulant  low  grade  cases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  medium  grade  cases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iv)  high  grade  cases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  non-urgent  cases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

o 

4 

4 

5 

(b)  Of  the  cases  included  in  items  4(i),  (ii)  and  (v),  number  considered 
suitable  tor;  — 

(i)  occupation  centre  

25 

14 

(ii)  industrial  centre  ... 

— 

— 

37 

30 

(iii)  home  training  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

25 

14 

37 

SO 

(c)  Of  the  ra.ses  included  in  0(b),  number  receiving  training  on  31/12/57;  — 

(i)  In  occupation  centre  

16 

9 

12 

7 

(ii)  In  industrial  centre  ...  ...  ...  

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  At  home 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iv)  From  a home  teacher  at  home  (not  in  groups) 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

16 

9 

12 

7 
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OCCUPATION  CENTRE. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  register  of  the  Occupation  Centre  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  42.  This  number  and  the  deterioration  of  the  fabric  of  the  present 
Centre  has  made  it  clear  that  if  proper  care  and  attention  is  to  be  provided  for 
these  children  other  premises  are  necessary. 

Representations  on  these  lines  were  made  to  the  Ministry  and  authority  has 
been  given  to  proceed  with  plans  for  a new  Centre.  It  is  hoped  that  a building 
to  provide  accommodation  for  80  to  100  will  commence  during  the  year  1958.  It 
may  be  worth  recalling  that  in  1948  when  the  responsibility  for  this,  service  was 
transferred  to  the  Health  Committee,  children  were  accommodated  in  a church 
hall  in  Dean  Street,  and  the  attendance  was  then  approximately  14  children.  These 
premises,  although  serving  a useful  purpose,  had  no  playground  facilities  and  all 
equipment  had  to  be  cleared  away  each  afternoon.  In  1952  the  Occupation  Centre 
was  transferred  to  the  former  Day  Nursery  at  the  Health  Centre.  There  playground 
space  was  available  for  the  children  and  during  the  following  years  the  number  of 
children  gradually  increased  until  the  present  situation  was  reached.  In  1957  the 
average  daily  attendance  was  35. 

The  teaching  staff  consists  of  a Supervisor  and  two  assistants.  In  addition 
the  part-time  services  of  a handicraft  teacher  and  a woodwork  teacher  have  been 
made  available  by  the  local  branch  of  the  National  Society  for  Mentally 
Handicapped  Children.  Additional  educational  equipment  has  been  provided  from 
time  to  time  by  the  Society  and  this  has  greatly  assisted  the  staff  in  the 
training  of  the  children. 

The  aim  of  the  school  has  been  somewhat  handicapped  by  the  type  of  building 
and  the  increase  in  numbers,  but  much  has  been  done  to  develop  the  children's 
minds  and  bodies.  It  is  a credit  to  the  staff  that  visitors  to  the  Centre  have 
frequently  remarked  on  the  happy  atmosphere  which  is  apparent  in  spite  of  the 
somewhat  overcrowded  conditions. 

A few  of  the  children  are  able  to  make  their  own  way  to  the  Centre,  but 
transport  is  provided  to  bring  the  majority,  and  ambulances  are  used  in  cases  where 
there  are  walking  difficulties.  In  due  course,  however,  it  is  hoped  to  utilise  the 
ambulance  service  to  bring  all  those  requiring  transport. 

At  mid-moming  one-third  pint  of  milk  is  provided  and  a mid-day  meal  is 
supplied  by  arrangement  with  the  Education  Department  School  Meals  Service, 
and  for  this  a charge  of  lOd.  per  day  was  made  until  March,  when  this  was  increased 
to  1/-  per  day. 

Periodic  examination  of  the  pupils  is  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  Dental 
Officer,  and  the  Health  Visitor  examines  the  children  every  month. 

The  Creche  has  been  continued  and  the  staffing  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Blackpool  Branch  of  the  Society  for  Mentally  Handicapped  Children  members. 
The  mothers  of  the  children  attending  the  Creche  are  very  grateful  for  the  relief 
which  it  provides.  It  is  hoped  that  in  the  future  more  mothers  will  be  aware  of 
this  service  and  avail  themselves  of  its  facilities.  The  Creche  is  open  two  after- 
noons per  week,  at  the  Health  Centre.  Its  aim  is  to  relieve  mothers  for  a few 
hours  while  they  go  shopping  or  for  a short  period  of  well-earned  relaxation.  The 
children  admitted  are  those  who  are  too  young  or  are  too  backward  for  admission 
to  the  Occupation  Centre  and  the  average  attendance  in  1957  at  each  session  was  6. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  — REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING 

HOMES. 

On  the  31st  December,  1957,  there  were  7 Nursing  Homes  registered  within 
the  Borough.  These  Nursing  Homes  provided  6 maternity  beds  and  127  beds  for 
medical  and  surgical  cases,  i.e.  a total  of  133  beds.  During  the  year  there  were 
17  re-inspections  of  these  Homes. 
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The  names  and  addresses  of  the  Nursing  Homes  registered  in  this  Borough 
and  the  beds  provided  are  given  below  : — 


No.  of  Beds 

Maternity 

Others 

Ascot  Nursing  Home,  13  Luton  Koad  

14 

Convent  of  Our  Lady  of  Wisdom,  575  Lytham  Road  

— 

57 

Central  Nursing  Home,  228-238  Hornby  Road  

— 

12 

Cloverley  Nursing  Home,  160  Reads  Avenue  

6 

4 

Inglehurst,  120,  Newton  Drive 

— 

14 

Rocklands  Nursing  Home,  49  Bryan  Road  ... 

— 

14 

St.  Teresa’s  Nursing  Home,  188  Norbreck  Road 

— 

12 

0 

127 

Agencies  for  the  Supply  of  Nurses — Nurses’  Acts,  1943-45.  During  the  year 
there  were  no  applications  for  registration  under  the  above  Acts. 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

The  Local  Authority  Medical  Staff  continued  to  carry  out  large  numbers  of 
medical  examinations  for  various  departments,  and  particularly  during  the  season 
when  seasonal  workers  are  employed.  These  duties  cause  a large  amount  of  work 
to  the  Department. 


The  following  table  gives  some  indication  of  the  number  and  type  of  medical 
examinations  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


Entrance  to  Corporation  Superannuation  Scheme  : ...  1065 

On  behalf  of  other  Local  Authorities  : ...  2 

Fitness  for  work:  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Routine  medical  examinations,  Children’s  Act  : ...  ...  18 

Routine  medical  examinations.  Adoption  Act:  ...  ...  17 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts : ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 


Total 


1229 


WELFARE  SERVICES  — NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

The  Council’s  functions  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  are  provided 
by  a separate  Welfare  Department,  but  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  certain 
functions,  particularly  in  the  issuing  of  a medical  certificate  in  cases  where  it  is 
necessary  to  move  persons  who  are  aged,  infirm,  living  in  insanitary  conditions 
and  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  not  receiving  from  other  persons,  proper 
care  and  attention  under  the  provisions  of  Section  1 (3)  of  the  National  Assistance 
Amendment  Act,  1951. 

Close  work  was  maintained  between  the  two  Departments  although  a unified 
control  would  be  much  more  satisfactory  from  the  point  of  economy  in  administra- 
tion and  would  avoid  the  possibility  of  (^d  cases  falling  between  two  stools,  namely 
where  they  were  a matter  of  a medical  case  or  a welfare  case. 
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No  new  cases  were  dealt  with  by  the  Department  during  the  year  1957. 

Epileptic  and  Spastics.  No  special  facilities  for  epileptics  cind  spastics  are 
provided  under  the  local  health  service,  other  than  those  services  which  are  available 
for  the  general  community. 

The  Director  of  Welfare  Services  informs  me  that  in  accordance  with  the 
scheme  for  the  provision  of  welfare  services  for  handicapped  persons  made  under 
Section  29  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  a register  of  such  persons  has  been 
compiled  and  at  31st  December,  1957,  there  were  five  adult  epileptics  and  ten  adult 
spastics  included  in  the  register. 


EPILEPTICS. 

At  the  commencement  of  1957  there  were  twenty  epileptics  maintained  in 
epileptic  colonies.  During  the  year  there  were  two  admissions  and  two  discharges, 
making  twenty  maintained  at  31st  December,  1957. 

Fifty-one  epileptics  of  school  age  are  known  to  the  department  ; of  these 
forty-four  are  attending  ordinary  schools,  three  a Residential  Special  School,  and 
four  Petit  Mai  cases  are  having  home  tuition. 

Only  one  epileptic  of  pre-school  age  is  kept  under  observation  by  the  Health 
Visitor  during  her  routine  visits,  but  an  additional  two  children  who  are  subject 
to  fits  but  not  definitely  diagnosed  as  epileptics  are  visited  regularly. 

SPASTICS. 

Of  the  nineteen  spastics  of  school  age  known  to  the  department,  seven  are 
attending  ordinary  schools,  three  are  at  Residential  Schools  for  physically 
handicapped  children,  one  is  in  a hospital  special  school  and  eight  are  at  home 
under  supervision. 

Seven  spastics  of  pre-school  age  are  kept  under  observation  by  the  Health 
Visitors  of  the  department. 


BLIND  AND  PARTIALLY  SIGHTED  PERSONS. 

The  Director  of  Welfare  Services  informs  me  that  at  31st  December,  1957,  the 
total  number  on  the  register  was  as  follows  : 


Blind  Register  : 
Male  175 
Female  225 


Partially  Sighted  Register  : 
Male  29 
Female  52 


400  81 

One  partially  sighted  child  is  attending  a Residential  School  ; eight  are  at 
ordinary  schools  and  are  given  special  supervision. 

One  blind  child  with  other  defects  is  having  home  tuition,  and  one  is  at  home 
awaiting  a place  in  a special  school. 

Only  three  blind  or  partially  sighted  children  of  pre-school  age  are  known  to 
the  department  and  are  kept  under  observation  during  visits  by  the  Health  Visitors. 
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Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  Persons. 


BLIND 

(i)  Number  of  cases  rejjistered  as 
blind  during  the  year  ended  31.12.57 
in  respect  of  which  Section  F of 
Forms  B.D.  8 recommend.s : — 

(a)  No  treatment  ... 

(b)  Treatment  (medical,  surgical  or 
optical) 

Cause  of  Disability 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

0 

5 and  4 
Hosp. 
Supervn. 

4 

I 

Hosp. 

Supervn. 

— 

18 

9 and  5 
Hosp. 
Supervn. 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  at  (i)  (b)  above 

2 and  4 

1 



8 and  4 

which  on 

follow-up  action  have 

Hosp. 

Hosp. 

Hosp. 

received  treatment 

Supervn. 

Supervn. 

Supervn. 

(iii)  Number  of  cases  at  (ii)  above  in 

which 

(a)  Vision  improved 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Sight  restored  

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Treatment  continuing  at  end 

of  year 

4 

1 

— 

4 

PARTIALLY  SIGHTED 

(i)  Number  of 

cases  registered  as 

partially  sighted  during  the  year 

ended  31.12.57 

in  respect  of  which 

Section  F 

of  Forms  B.D. 8 

recommends  : — 

(a)  No  treatment 

3 

— 

— 

6 

(b)  Treatment 

(medical,  surgical  or 

2 and  2 

2 and  2 

— 

7 and  1 

optical) 

Hosp. 

Hosp. 

Hosp. 

Supervn. 

Supervn. 

Supervn. 

(ii)  Number  of  oases  at  (i)  (b)  above 

2 

1 



3 and  1 

which  on 

'ollow-up  action  have 

Hosp. 

Hosp. 

Hosp. 

received  treatment  

Supervn. 

Supervn. 

Supervn. 

(iii)  Number  of  cases  at  (ii)  above  in 

which 

(a)  Vision  improved 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Sight  restored  

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Treatment  continuing  at  end 

of  year 

1 

1 

— 

3 

B.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


(i)  Total  number  of  cases  notified  during 

the  year 

30 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  in  which  : — 

(a)  Vision  lost 

— 

(b)  Vision  impaired  

— 

(o)  Treatment  continuing  at  end  ol  year 

6 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Authority  responsible  for  the  water  supply  in  Blackpool  is  the  Fylde  Water 
Board,  and  the  Engineer  of  the  Board  has  been  good  enough  to  furnish  the  follow- 
ing information  : 

Water  supplied  to  Blackpool  is  collected  at  two  sources,  (a)  from  watersheds 
at  Barnacre,  and  (b)  at  Stocks  on  the  River  Hodder,  and  is  satisfactory  both  in 
quantity  and  quality.  At  both  these  head  works,  upland  surface  water  is  collected 
and  stored  in  reservoirs.  The  watershed  at  Barnacre  is  free  from  human  habitation 
and  at  Stocks  the  Fylde  Water  Board  owns  the  watershed  and  controls  aJl  operations 
on  it.  At  both  sources  the  water  is  stained  with  peat  and  the  treatment  given 
includes  the  addition  of  aluminium  sulphate  for  colour  removal.  After  filtration, 
clear  lime  water  is  added  to  compensate  acidity  and  to  obviate  plumbo-solvency. 
Finally  the  water  is  sterilised  with  chlorine.  The  pH  of  the  filtered  water  as  it 
leaves  the  filters  is  recorded  continuously  by  Multilec  pH  Recorders.  The  combined 
alkalinity,  acidity  and  colour  is  taken  at  least  daily  at  various  stages  in  the 
treatment. 

Bacteriological  analyses  were  made  of  water  samples  taken  monthly  from 
various  points  in  the  Borough  and  these  indicate  that  all  samples  were  satis- 
factory’. Hereunder  are  copies  of  reports  taken  during  the  year. 

Fylde  Water  Board  Depot. 


Appearance  ; 

Clear  and  colourless. 

Odour : 

Nil. 

Reaction  : pH 

6.9 

Parts  per  million 

Total  solids 

72 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline 

ammonia  : 0.00 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia  : 0.00 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites  ; 

trace 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates  : 

1.0 

Chlorides,  as  Cl  : 

11 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 

in  4 hours  at  27° C : 

0.97 

Carbonate  Hardness  : 

22 

Non-carbonate  Hardness  : 

25 

Total  Alkalinity  to  methyl  orange  22 

Free  carbon  dioxide 

6 

pHs 

7.0 

Free  chlorine 

nil 

Mineral  analysis 

Calcium,  as  Ca 

16.8 

Magnesium,  as  Mg 

1.2 

Sulphate,  as  S04 

23.9 

Chlorides,  as  Cl 

11 

Nitrate,  as  N03 

4.4 

Fluorine,  as  F 

nil 

Iron,  as  Fe 

negligible 

Poisonous  metals 

nil 

Manganese,  as  Mn 

nil 

Potash,  as  K 

0.6 

Sodium,  as  Na 

4.5 
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Private  House. 


Appearance  : 

Clear  and  colourless 

Odour  : 

Nil 

Reaction,  pH 

7.6 

Parts  per  million 

Total  solids 

65 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  ammonia 

0.01 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia 

0.00 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites 

slight  trace 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

1.0 

Chlorides,  as  Cl 

13 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 

in  4 hours  at  27  °C 

0.77 

Carbonate  Hardness  : 

12 

Non-carbonate  Hardness  : 

25 

Total  Alkalinity  to  methyl  orange  : 

12 

Free  carbon  dioxide 

nil 

pHs 

7.8 

Free  chlorine 

0.02 

Mineral  analysis 

Calcium,  as  Ca 

9.2 

Magnesium,  as  Mg 

3.4 

Sulphate,  as  S04 

20.6 

Chlorides,  as  Cl 

13 

Nitrate,  as  N03 

4.4 

Fluorine,  as  F 

nil 

Iron,  as  Fe 

0.1 

Poisonous  metals 

nil 

Manganese,  as  Mn 

nil 

Potash,  as  K 

0.6 

Sodium,  as  Na 

6.5 

There  are  49,273  houses  within  the  Borough  and,  with  the  exception  of  one, 
all  have  a piped  supply  of  water.  The  population  supplied,  based  on  the  Registrar 
General’s  estimate,  is  145,600. 

SEWERAGE  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

Within  the  Borough  area  there  are  70,642  water  closets,  and  a large  number 
of  pail  closets.  No  record  is  maintained  of  pail  closets  on  show  grounds  or  in 
temporary  conveniences.  A number  of  cesspools  exist  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the 
town,  particularly  in  the  Marton  Moss  area,  but  action  is  being  taken  to  abolish 
cesspools,  and  when  main  sewers  are  available  owners  of  properties  are  requested 
to  allow  the  Department  to  connect  the  house  drains  to  these  sewers.  To  this  end 
an  allowance  is  contributed  towards  defraying  the  cost  of  the  work.  Of  the  above 
226  pail  closets  and  15  cesspools  are  emptied  regularly  by  the  Cleansing  Depart- 
ment. 

Works  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  carried  out  in  1957. 

(a)  South  Park  Drive  Pumping  Station. 

Approximately  310  lin.  yds.  of  new  18"  diameter  rising  main  laid. 

(b)  Development  of  site  for  building  plots — Crofton  Avenue. 

Approximately  130  lin.  yds.  of  new  9"  diam.  sewer  laid. 

Works  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  proposed  to  be  carried  out  in  1958. 

(a)  Main  drainage — Red  Bank  Road  area. 

Construction  of  approximately  1,400  lin.  yds.  of  12" — 36"  diam.  sewer  to 
relieve  local  flooding  in  this  area. 
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Proposed  Future  Works  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

(i)  The  construction  of  main  intercepting  sewers  to  alleviate  flooding  in  various 
parts  of  the  town. 

(ii)  Marton  Moss  Drainage — Stage  2.  To  provide  sewers  to  drain  existing 
properties. 

(iii)  Modifications  to  pumping  stations. 

(iv)  Renewal  of  Manchester  Square  Pumping  Station  Outfall  Sewer. 

(v)  Drainage  for  further  housing  development. 

SCAVENGING  — 1957. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Cleansing  Department  of  the  Corporation. 

I am  informed  by  the  Director  of  Public  Cleansing  that  the  amount  of  refuse 
collected  by  his  Department  showed  a slight  decrease  under  the  previous  year,  which 
was  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  mild  weather  during  the  early  months  of  the  year. 

The  refuse  tipped  away  again  showed  a large  increase  owing  to  the  many  extra 
loads  brought  to  the  tip  by  private  traders,  contractors,  etc. 

The  amount  of  refuse  dealt  with  at  the  Rufuse  Disposal  Works  was  32,288 
tons,  whilst  in  addition  35,195  tons  were  tipped  away  and  1,260  tons  of  night  soil 
were  removed. 

Approximately  310  tons  of  sewage  were  removed  from  sumps,  etc.,  at  the 
Royal  Lancashire  Agricultural  Show. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

This  section  of  the  Annual  Report,  and  the  following  sections  dealing  with 
Housing,  Rodent  Control  and  Disinfestation,  General  Food  Supply  and  Prosecutions, 
give  details  of  the  variety  of  functions  undertaken  by  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  his  staff  in  connection  with  the  environmental  health  services. 


Complaints  Received: 

Verbal  2575 

Written  1226 

Visits  and  Inspections  During  Year: 

Ash  Receptacles  : 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  46 

Unsatisfactor}^  201 

Reinspections  under  Notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  401 

Number  of  Galvanised  Bins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  598 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  : 

Butchers’  Shops  425 

Cafes  and  Snackbars  ...  106 

Catering  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  under  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  ...  ...  510 

Fish  Frying  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Hotels  and  Licenced  Premises  ...  ...  ...  3550 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  410 

Food  Manufacturing  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

Food  Inspections  and  Food  Shops 1712 

Foreshore  Food  Stalls  
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Miscellaneous  : 

Abattoirs  ...  ...  ...  98 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  163 

Basements  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Cinemas,  Dance  Halls,  Theatres,  etc 17 

Common  Lodging  Houses 55 

Drainage  Survey  371 

Dwelling  Houses  (Housing  Act,  1957)  ...  ...  33 

Dwelling  Houses  (Public  Health  Act,  1936) 217 

Dwelling  Houses  (Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  and  Rent  Act 

1957)  93 

Dwelling  Houses  re  : Housing  Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  ...  29 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  567 

Infectious  Diseases  (including  Food  Poisoning  and  Dysentery)  ...  1555 

Land  and  Camp  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  164 

Municipal  Tenancy  Applicants  570 

Nuisances  (first  inspections)  ...  3884 

Nuisances  (re-inspections  under  notice)  ...  ...  7106 

Offensive  Trades  12 

Piggeries  18 

Public  Conveniences  ...  40 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act  25 

Refuse  Tips  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Roadways,  Footpaths,  Back  Streets  and  Passages  90 

Sand  and  Foreshore  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Schools  and  Churches  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Shops  (Shops  Act,  1950) 1419 

Smoke  Abatement  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Smoke  Observations ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Stables  and  Manure  Heaps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Swimming  Baths  

Temporary  Structures  46 

Town  Planning  and  Building  Bye-laws 150 

Watercourses  and  Ponds 156 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Work  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  709 

Unclassified 1278 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957  169 

Number  of  Houses  Where  Sanitary  Defects  Were  Found 219 

Number  OF  Houses  Where  Sanitary  Defects  Were  Remedied  ...  224 

Defects  remedied  as  per  verbal  notice  ...  ...  ...  10 

Defects  remedied  as  per  preliminary  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

Defects  remedied  as  per  statutory  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

Number  of  Houses  Where  Notices  were  Served  for  the  Abatement 

OF  Nuisances  338 

Verbal  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Preliminary  notices  ...  ...  ...  212 

Statutory  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

House  Drains  Tested: 

New  Houses  : 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  666 

Unsatisfactory  on  first  test  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  95 

Rendered  satisfactoiv^  after  first  test  ...  ...  ...  89 


47 


Old  Houses  : 

First  Test — satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

First  Test — unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  88 

Tested  during  relaying  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Final  Test  satisfactory/ .. . ...  142 

Drains  : 

Relaid,  disconnected  and  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Repaired,  unblocked  and  cleansed  ...  ...  1001 

New  gullies  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Soil  pipes  repaired  or  fixed ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Waterclosets  : 

New  w.c’s  fixed  in  lieu  of  privies,  pail  closets  and  defective  w.c’s  ...  7 

Repaired  24 

Unblocked  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Flushing  fittings  repaired  and  water  provided 16 

New  pails  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  

Waste  Pipes: 

New  slop  waste  pipes  fixed  1 

New  rainwater  downpipes  fixed  ...  ...  1 

Rainwater  pipes  and  roof  gutters  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Slop  waste  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Water  service  pipes  repaired,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Bath,  Lavatory/,  Slopsink  and  Rainwater  Pipes  Disconnected  over 

Gullies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Miscellaneous : 

Accumulations  removed  51 

Animals  Removed  from  Improper  Situations  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Back  yards  cleansed  11 

Backyards  reformed  with  flags,  concrete  or  asphalt 5 

Back  yards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Courts  or  passages  cleansed  4 

Courts  or  passages  reformed  or  repaired 5 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Fire  ranges  re-set,  repaired  or  provided 8 

Food  Stores  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Manholes,  gullies,  back  streets,  etc.,  reported  to  Borough  Surveyor  17 

Manholes,  gullies,  back  streets,  etc.  reported  to  Cleansing  Department  17 

Manure  receptacles  abolished  

Name  and  Address  of  Landlord  inserted  in  Rent  Book  ...  ...  ...  

New  damp  proof  course  fixed  

New  floor  laid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

New  slop  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Premises  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  g 

Roof  repaired  ...  

Rooms  ventilated  ...  

Various  repairs  ...  ...  1Q7 

Watercourses  cleansed  2 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  There  are  two  re^stered  Common  Lodging  Houses 

in  the  Borough.  The  total  accommodation  provided  by  these  establishments  is  as 
follows  : — 

13  Eden  Street  160  adults  and  1 child 

12  Seed  Street  ...  ...  ...  56  adults  and  1 child 

Both  houses  are  for  males  only,  there  being  no  accommodation  of  this  type 
tor  females  in  the  town.  ' 
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During  the  year  55  visits  were  made  to  the  two  houses.  Both  these  buildings 
are  over  80  years  old  and  it  is  only  by  constant  inspections  and  heavy  repairs  that 
the  premises  can  be  kept  in  a hygienic  state. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

The  duties  of  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Clean  Air  Act  of  1956  were  carried 
out  in  respect  of  Section  3 (Installation  of  new  Furnaces),  Section  10  (Height  of 
Chimneys),  Section  11  (Smoke  Control  Areas),  Section  18  (Colliery  Spoil  Banks) 
and  for  making  bye-laws  -under  Section  24.  The  Council  after  careful  consideration 
decided  not  to  declare  any  part  of  their  district  to  be  a Smoke  Control  area  for  the 
time  being  as  they  thought  it  advisable  that  Local  Authorities  in  the  “ black  areas  ” 
should  have  priority.  They  did,  however,  decide  to  re-consider  their  decision  in 
12  months  time. 

Byelaws  under  Section  24  of  the  Act  have  been  approved  and  are  now  being 
operated. 

During  the  year  the  Department  has  again  been  concerned  by  the  emission 
of  large  quantities  of  smoke  from  the  locomotive-type  steam  boilers  used  in 
connection  with  the  steam  sterilisation  of  soil  in  green-houses  and  the  Council 
instructed  the  Town  Clerk  to  write  to  all  the  users  of  plants  of  this  t^qje  pointing 
out  the  Council’s  concern  and  requesting  them  to  take  all  possible  steps  to  eliminate 
any  nuisance.  The  Town  Clerk  was  also  requested  to  communicate  with  the 
Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power  in  an  effort  to  obtain  an  allocation  of  suitable  fuel 
for  use  in  the  boilers.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  later  in  the  year  some  of  the 
owners  of  these  plants  fitted  them  with  forced  draft  as  recommended  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  (Horticultural  Section) , Experimental 
Station  at  Esprick,  whereby  a smokeless  fuel  could  be  burnt,  and  naturally  there 
has  been  some  improvement  in  the  position. 

During  the  year  specialist  officers  of  the  Local  Authority  have  visited  all 
industrial  premises  and  advised  the  managements  regarding  the  requirements  of 
the  Clearr  Air  Act,  and  as  a result  a large  number  of  new  plants  were  installed  and 
modifications  carried  out  to  others,  and  the  Local  Authority  is  veiy^  appreciative 
of  the  excellent  co-operation  of  these  firms. 

In  last  year’s  report  reference  was  made  to  a nuisance  caused  by  the  emission 
of  grit  from  a chimney  connected  to  an  oil  burning  plant  at  a Bakery  at  the 
Southerly  end  of  the  town.  Expert  consultants  including  N.I.F.E.S.  had 
advised  that  the  nuisance  was,  in  their  opinion,  due  to  the  flaking  of  the  inner 
surface  of  the  steel  chimney  stack  and  the  firm  in  question,  without  consulting  the 
Department,  replaced  the  old  stack  with  one  made  of  aluminium.  Unfortunately, 
after  a short  time  the  nuisance  recurred  and  later  the  Local  Authority  ser\^ed'a 
Statutory  Notice  on  the  firm  to  abate  the  nuisance. 

After  seeking  further  advice  the  firm  then  decided  to  build  a new  brick  chimney. 

In  one  instance  court  proceedings  were  instituted  against  a local  Brewery  for 
the  emission  of  black  smoke  in  contravention  of  Section  93  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936.  An  Order  was  made  for  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance  within  three 
months. 

A total  of  nine  applications  were  received  by  the  Local  Authority  for  prior 
approval  of  installation  of  furnaces  in  accordance  with  Section  3 of  the  Clean  Air 
Act  of  1956,  and  all  these  were  approved  subject  in  some  cases  to  modifications 
required  by  the  Local  Authority. 
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Sanitary  Conditions  of  Theatres  and  Music  Halls.  There  have  been  no  changes 
in  the  numbers  of  places  of  public  entertainment  during  the  year,  and  these  are 


as  follows  : 

Cinemas  13 

Cinemas  (also  used  for  variety,  etc.)  5 

Variety,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Ballrooms  ...  ...  5 

Ice  Drome  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


The  whole  of  these  premises  were  inspected  and  particular  attention  was  paid 
not  only  to  the  dressing-room  accommodation,  but  also  to  the  sanitary  accommoda- 
tion and  washing  facilities  for  the  use  of  patrons.  The  inspections  showed  that  the 
facilities  provided  were  of  a high  standard  and  in  no  case  was  any  action  necessary 
by  the  Department.  Fortunately,  in  Blackpool  we  have  progressive  minded 
managements  who  apparently  consider  that  to  provide  suitable  and  adequate 
facilities  for  the  staff,  artistes  and  patrons  is  good  business. 

Factories.  567  inspections  of  factories  were  made  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  during  the  year  and  in  the  course  of  these  inspections  21  contraventions 
of  the  Factories  Act  were  noted.  In  15  instances  action  was  take  informally  and 
it  was  necessary  in  6 cases  only  for  written  notices  to  be  served  on  the  occupier 
of  the  premises.  No  legal  proceedings  had  to  be  instituted.  In  so  far  as  this  depart- 
ment is  aware,  there  are  no  Blackpool  firms  employing  outworkers  either  within 
or  without  the  Borough.  As  a result  of  notifications  from  other  authorities  6 
inspections  of  outworkers  premises  were  made  and  in  all  cases  the  nature  of  the 
work  was  the  making  of  wearing  apparel  and  conditions  were  satisfactory. 

The  following  matters  were  referred  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories — no  new 
factories,  but  16  factories  were  discontinued  during  the  year. 


Inspection  of  Factories 


Number 

Number  of 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori- 
ties   

00 

93 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  

844 

470 

0 

(iii)  other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out  - workers' 

premises)  

2 

4 

TOTAL  

900 

507 

0 

— 

Part  VIII  of  Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 
Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature  of  Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 

110  (1)  (c) 

(3) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 
(4) 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 
(5) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 
(6) 

Notices 

served 

(7) 

Prosecutions 

(8) 

Wearing  apparel 

Making,  etc. 

6 

Cleaning  and 
washing 
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Defects  Found  in  Factories 


Number  of  cases  in 

which  defects  were  found 

No.  of 

Particulars 

Not 

Remedied 

1056 

Found 

1957 

Remedied 

19.57 

Not 

P..emedied 

1057 

Ref 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

erred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

4 

o 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3J 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

15 

15 

15 

15 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  re- 
lating to  Outwork)  

1 

3 

1 

3 

TOTAL  

23 

21 

19 

25 

— 

1 

— 

Factories  on  Register  (Section  8(3))  at  the  end  of  the  Year 


Trade 

Mechanical 

Power 

Non- 

Mechanical 

Power 

Making  or  Repair  of  Wearing  Apparel 

113 

26 

Bakehouses  

172 

2 

Preparation  of  other  Foods  and  Drinks 

103 

I 

Building  Trades  ... 

77 

5 

Furniture  Making,  etc 

27 

5 

Conveyances  and  Engineering  ... 

166 

5 

Photography,  Printing  and  Bookbinding 

52 

6 

Other  Trades  

119 

10 

Laundries 

17 

Total  No.  of  Factories  on  Register 

846 

60 

Shops.  1 ,362  first  inspections  and  42  re-inspections  have  been  made  to  ensure 
that  the  provisions  of  Section  38  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950  are  being  complied  with. 
No  statutory  notices  were  served,  but  4 warning  letters  were  sent.  The  under- 
mentioned table  gives  details  of  classified  defects  ascertained  by  the  public  health 
inspectors  and  defects  remedied  during  the  year 


CLASSIFIED  DEFECTS 

Found 

Repaired  or  remedied 

Nil 

Defective 

Provided 

Repaired 

Sanitary  conveniences 

2 

1 1 

1 

8 

Washing  facilities  

— 

2 

— 

— 

Lighting  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ventilation  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Temperature  

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  

o 

13 

1 

8 

Fourteen  businesses  were  discontinued  during  the  year. 
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CLEANSING  OF  PERSONS. 

The  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Hospital  Management  Committee  have  continued 
their  co-operation  in  providing  facilities  at  their  Devonshire  Road  Hospital  for 
the  cleansing  of  persons,  and  as  mentioned  in  my  report  of  1956,  negotiations  with 
this  body  continued  with  a view  to  renting  a suitable  room  with  all  the  necessary 
facilities  to  deal  with  this  problem.  At  the  end  of  the  year  no  final  settlement  had 
been  made  but  it  is  hoped  that  by  1958  the  negotiations  will  have  been  completed 
and  the  improved  facilities  provided. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  position  with  regard  to  the  offensive  trades  existing 
wathin  the  Borough,  which  are  as  follows  : — 

Tripe  Boilers  ...  ...  2 

Gut  Scrapers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rag  and  Bone  Depots  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Fat  Melter  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

All  the  above  are  located  within  the  confines  of  the  Public  Slaughterhouse, 
off  Talbot  Road,  with  the  exception  of  the  Rag  and  Bone  Dealers’  Depot  and  Fat 
Rendering  Factory'  at  Bispham.  Bones  are  collected  direct  from  butchers’  shops 
and  taken  to  the  factory  for  conversion  into  feidilisers.  Unfortunately  the  Depart- 
ment has  received  numerous  complaints  from  the  occupiers  of  dwellinghouses  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  latter  premises  regarding  the  nuisance  from  offensive  smells  which 
are  being  emitted,  but  upon  the  advice  of  my  Department  the  firm  has  constructed 
a large  brick  four-compartment  chamber  where  the  fumes  are  washed  and  deodori- 
sing liquid  injected. 

These  works  are  still  being  kept  under  strict  observation. 

CAMPS,  CARAVANS  AND  WOODEN  STRUCTURES. 

The  authorised  camping  sites  in  the  Borough  are  as  follows  : — 

Preston  New  Road  District — (a)  about  10  vans  ; (b)  about  20  vans. 

Highfield  Road  District  (permanent  site) — 94  vans. 

Squires  Gate — about  22  vans. 

Stanley  Road — about  40  vans. 

Common  Edge  Road — varying  from  25  to  65  vans. 

Whalley  Villa,  Whalley  Lane — 20  vans. 


It  will  be  noted  that  the  total  number  of  sites  and  caravans  in  the  Borough 
are  relatively  small  compared  to  those  at  most  other  seaside  resorts,  and  it  is 
considered  that  this  could  be  related  to  the  following  : 

(1)  Lack  of  available  land. 

(2)  Local  Improvement  Act  powers. 

(3)  Strict  supervision  by  the  Department  officers  in  dealing  with 
unauthorised  placing  of  caravans  on  land  within  the  Borough. 

The  number  of  applicants  for  the  siting  of  caravans  has  also  decreased  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  there  are  not  so  many  families  as  in  previous  years  using 
this  tjqje  of  dwelling  when  the  housing  position  was  more  acute. 
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CLEARANCE  AREAS. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  1957  was  as  follows  : — 


Area 

Date  of 
Representa- 
tion 

Conlirmalion 
by  Ministry 
of  Health 

No.  of 
Dwellings 
removed, 
vacated  or 
demolished 

No.  still 
Occupied 

No.  of 
Families 

Abbey  Road 

No.  2 

9.2.38 

30.6.39 

1 

1 

1 

(2  persons) 

Sedbergh  Avenue 

No.  1 

9.2.38 

30.6.39 

2 

1 

1 

(1  person) 

Back  Chapel  Street, 
etc. 

4.3.57 

Order  not 
determined 

8 

vacated 

1 

1 

(2  persons) 

Bonney  .Street,  etc. 

No.  ] 

1.4.57 

■Awaiting 

Confirmation 

6 

vacated 

17 

16 

St.  Walburga’s  Road 
Compulsory  Purchase 
Order 

8.7.57 

Awaiting 

Confirmation 

2 

vacated 

5 

5 

HOUSING  ACTS,  1936—1957. 

Eight  dwellinghouses  were  found  to  be  beyond  repair,  and  could  not  at  a 
reasonable  cost  be  made  fit.  These  were  dealt  with  as  follows  ; — 

Under  Sections  11  and  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : ...  7 
Under  Sections  16  and  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  ; ...  1 

HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES  ELSEWHERE. 

The  following  chart  shows  the  number  of  houses  demolished  and  houses  closed 
during  the  year  1957  : 

A.  Houses  Demolished. 


In  Clearance  Areas. 

(Housing  Act,  1936,  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954,  and  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Houses 

Displaced  during  Year. 

Demolished. 

Persons 

Families 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  

— 

22 

7 

Mot  in  Clearance  Areas. 

As  a result  of  forma)  or  informal  procedure 
under  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936,  and 
Section  17  (i)  Housing  Act,  1957  

2 

94 

3 

B.  Unfit  Houses  Closed. 

Under  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936, 
Sections  10  (1)  and  11  (2)  Local  Govt. 
(Mi.sc.  Prov.)  Act,  1953,  and  Sections 

16  (4),  17  (i)  and  35  (i)  Housing  Act,  1957 

3 

7 

3 

C.  Unfit  Houses  Made  Fit  and  Houses  an  which  Defects  were  Remedied. 


By  Owner. 

By  Local  Authority 

After  informal  action  by  local  authority 

130 

After  formal  notice  under 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts  

95 

2 

(b)  Housing  Act.  1936  and  Sections  9 and 

16  Housing  Act,  1957  

3 

1 
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RENT  ACT,  1957. 

No  certificates  under  the  Rent  Act,  1954  were  issued,  but  in  July,  1957  the 
Rent  Act,  1957  became  operative  and  the  following  applications,  etc.  were  dealt 
with. 


No.  of  applications  received  : 
No.  of  Certificates  issued 
No.  of  Certificates  refused 
No.  of  Undertakings  received  ... 
No.  of  Certificates  revoked  ... 
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16 

2 

33 

Nil 


Overcrowding.  The  extent  of  overcrowding  in  the  Borough  is  unknown  with 
any  degree  of  exactitude,  and  only  a complete  survey  would  present  the  Local 
Authority  with  a true  picture  of  the  position.  When  serious  cases  of  overcrowding 
are  discovered,  the  facts  in  every  instance  are  reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee,  and  in  those  cases  where  the  occupiers  are  eligible  for  a 
municipal  tenancy  the  Estates  and  Housing  Committee  are  most  sympathetic. 

Military  Hutments.  The  occupants  of  the  last  of  the  original  military  hutment 
sites  used  as  temporary  housing  accommodation  were  re-housed  by  the  Local 
Authority  during  the  year  and  the  hutments  demolished. 

Allocation  of  Municipal  Tenancies.  The  present  scheme  for  the  allocation 
of  municipal  houses  remains  as  shown  in  my  1956  Report. 

The  following  information  regarding  the  various  types  of  municipal  houses 
erected  since  re-commencement  of  building  since  the  last  war  has  been  furnished 


by  the  Borough  Treasurer. 

Permanent — 1 bedroom  362 

Permanent — 2 bedrooms  566 

Permanent — 3 bedrooms  1856 

Permanent — 4 bedrooms  94 

Temporary  bungalows  ...  343 


463  families  were  re-housed  during  the  year  and  as  at  31st  December,  1957 
the  number  of  persons  on  the  waiting  list  for  tenancy  of  municipal  houses  was  2,051. 

NOISE  NUISANCES. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  noise  nuisance  complaints  are  becoming  something  of 
a problem  to  Local  Authorities  throughout  the  country,  and  indeed,  there  has  been 
an  increase  in  this  particular  type  of  complaint  in  this  Borough.  Action  has  been 
taken  in  some  cases  under  a local  Act  and  some  improvement  has  been  made  at  a 
number  of  premises. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  continuous  search  of  land  and  premises  for  rodent  infestation  during  the 
year  entailed  visits  to  2626  properties  summarised  as  follows  : — 

Business  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  1182 

Dwelling  houses  ...  1091 

Open  spaces 353 

of  which  99  premises  were  found  to  be  infested.  Orders  for  disinfestation  were, 
in  all  cases,  received  from  the  persons  responsible,  and  the  work  was  duly  carried 
out.  It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  cordial  relationship  existing  between  the 
Department  and  the  general  public  has  been  maintained  during  the  past  year.  In 
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addition,  the  helpful  co-operation  of  the  Lancashire  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee,  the  Nationalised  Industries  and  the  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture, Fisheries  and  Food  (Infestation  Division)  has  been  much  appreciated. 

SURFACE  INFESTATION. 

Under  this  heading  759  complaints  have  been  received  or  discovered,  regarding 
rodent  infestation.  During  the  year  126  premises  were  proved  clear  after  test 
baiting,  633  premises  comprising  236  business  premises  and  397  dwelling  houses 
received  disinfestation  treatment.  Premises  so  treated  included  hospitals,  clinics, 
hotels,  theatres,  cinemas,  factories,  warehouses  and  shops.  In  addition,  the 
abattoirs,  refuse  tips,  land,  refuse  disposal  works,  watercourses,  pumping  stations 
and  other  premises  vested  in  the  Local  Authority  received  periodic  inspection  and 
tieatment  where  necessary.  During  the  year,  rodent  control  staff  engaged  on 
surface  infestations  made  3,930  visits. 


SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  DURING  1957. 


Continuous  search 

2626 

Surface  infestations  ... 

3930 

Sewer  treatments  

4045 

10601 

OTHER  INFESTATIONS. 

Outside  normal  working  hours  the  Department  captured  or  destroyed  two 
mink,  two  Hamsters,  one  ferret  and  an  unusual  vole.  The  mink,  hampsters  and 
the  ferret,  all  of  which  escaped  from  captivity,  were  considered  by  the  Department 
to  constitute  a nuisance.  The  vole  (Arvicola  Amphibius) , captured  on  a school 
playing  field  in  the  South  Shore  area,  was  of  the  rare  melanic  variety,  i.e.  Black. 
It  is  believed  that  the  last  recorded  capture  of  a melanic  vole  from  this  area  was 
in  1884.  The  vole,  which  was  a perfect  example  of  animal  adaptation  to  a 
changing  environment,  has  been  preserved  and  is  now  in  the  British  Museum  of 
Natural  History.  A letter  of  appreciation  for  the  gift  was  received  from  the  museum 
authorities. 

In  1954  and  1955,  the  Department  in  collaboration  with  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture, Fisheries  and  Food  (Infestation  Division)  submitted  a number  of  dead 
rats  for  an  examination  into  the  prevelance  of  Weil’s  Disease  throughout  the 
country.  Almost  all  cases  of  this  disease  are  caused  by  a bacterium  carried  in 
the  kidneys  of  both  Common  rats  and  Ship  rats.  The  disease  may  be  contracted 
by  handling  infected  rats  or  by  coming  into  contact  with  water  or  slime  contaminated 
with  rat  urine.  The  organism  can  exist  for  a time  outside  the  body  of  the  rat, 
(in  stagnant  water  or  in  the  slime  of  sewers) . Entry  into  the  human  body  is 
usually  by  means  of  cuts  and  scratches  on  the  hands,  or  through  the  mucous 
membrane.  The  Wellcombe  Research  Foundation,  London,  who  were  responsible 
for  the  sui-vey  have  recently  published  the  result  of  the  investigation.  The  figures 
for  Lancashire  are  as  follows  : — 

Common  rat — Lancashire  50%  infected 

Ship  rat — Liverpool  warehouses  90%  infected 

Ship  rat— Ship’s  entering  Liverpool 71%  infected 

It  can  be  seen  that  quite  a high  proportion  of  rats  were  potential  sources  of  the 
disease.  The  Department’s  rodent  operatives  are  periodically  warned  to  avoid 
handling  rats  unless  wearing  gloves,  and  of  the  necessity  of  exercising  care  when 
baiting  sewers. 
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INSECT  AND  MITE  INFESTATIONS. 

Treatment  and/or  advice  has  been  given  as  a result  of  the  following  number 
of  complaints,  960,  which  were  classified  as  follows  ; — 


1st  Visits  Revisits 

Total  Visits 

Bugs,  Lice  and  Fleas 

415 

57 

472 

Cockroaches 

...  ... 

223 

192 

415 

Steam  flies 

22 

16 

38 

Ants 

54 

32 

86 

Moths 

15 

5 

20 

Woodworm 

62 

28 

90 

Flies  ... 

26 

12 

38 

Food  pests 

37 

24 

61 

Other  pests 

106 

37 

143 

960 

403 

1363 

STAFF  ENGAGED  IN  PEST 

CONTROL. 

The  number  of  staff  engaged  on 

Pest  Control 

remains  as  last  year 

that  is  one 

Pestologist  and  four  Rodent/insect  Operatives.  All  the  Operatives  attended  a 
refresher  course  arranged  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
(Infestation  Division)  at  the  Technical  College,  Blackpool,  during  the  year.  In 
1957,  197  insects,  mites,  etc.  were  brought  to  or  sent  to  the  Department  for 
identification  and/or  advice  on  measures  of  control. 

NORTH  WESTERN  REPRESENTATIVE  COMMITTEE  ON  RODENT 

CONTROL. 

During  the  period  under  review,  there  have  been  two  meetings  of  the  North 
Western  Representative  Committee  on  Rodent  Control,  the  first  on  the  7th 
February,  1957,  being  held  at  Preston,  and  the  second  on  the  5th  September,  1957 
was  held  at  the  Municipal  Health  Centre,  Whitegate  Drive,  Blackpool. 

These  meetings  ensure  uniformity  of  administration  and  develop  the  spirit  of 
co-operation  between  all  adjacent  authorities. 
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Rodent  Control  Summary,  January  - December,  1957. 
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GENERAL  FOOD  SUPPLY. 

Meat  Inspection.  The  only  slaughtering  facilities  provided  in  the  Borough 
are  at  the  Public  Abattoirs  which  are  owned  by  the  local  authority  who  are  respon- 
sible for  the  administration  and  supervision  and  for  all  meat  inspection.  Although 
this  slaughterhouse  has  in  the  past  proved  reasonably  adequate,  the  large  through- 
put IS  showing  that  there  is  inadequate  space  in  the  slaughter  halls  and  satisfactory 
provision  is  not  made  for  meat  inspection.  The  hanging  space  is  insufficient.  These 
deficiencies,  together  with  lack  of  lairage  accommodation,  are  being  investigated, 
and  schemes  are  being  considered  to  improve  the  general  facilities. 


The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  includes  a large  number  of  animals 
which  go  to  augment  the  supplies  of  the  surrounding  district.  The  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  have  now  recognised  this  fact,  inasmuch  as 
Circulai  FSH/2/57  (England  and  Wales)  was  circularised  indicating  the  Govern- 
ment s decision  to  offer  a contribution  towards  the  cost  of  meat  inspection. 

The  purpose  of  the  grant  was  to  assist  local  authorities  on  which  the  burden 
of  meat  inspection  was  falling  and  when  it  was  apparent  that  meat  inspected  was 
not  confined  merely  for  local  consumption. 

Total  slaughtering  has  thus  been  converted  into  units  (Beasts  10,  Calves,  and 
Pigs  d,  and  Sheep  2),  and  from  this  figure  is  deducted  the  population  x 1.5.  The 
units  remaining  represent  “export”  meat  reckoned  at  a rate  of  2d.  per  unit  and 
subject  to  a Government  contribution  of  50  per  cent.  The  value  of  this  grant  to 
the  borough  for  the  financial  year  1956/57  was  £393. 

Close  co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  Mr.  J.  B.  Olivant  of  the  Liverpool 
eterina.ry  Pathological  Research  Laboratory  in  a pilot  scheme  concerning 
bacteriological  meat  irispection,  specimens  being  regularly  sent  through  the  year, 
n this  way  both  parties  have  benefited  from  exchanges  of  opinion. 

, Lairage.  During  the  year  work  was  carried  out  on  the  construction  of 
a brick  building  to  provide  lairage  in  18  pens  for  a total  of  120  to  150  pigs.  By 
the  end  of  the  year  this  building  was  completed,  and  the  existing  pig  laifage  will 
reveit  to  its  original  use  as  cattle  lairage. 

1 underrnentioned  tables  show  (a)  the  number  of  animals  which  have  been 

s aughtered  during  the  last  17  years,  and  (b)  quantities  of  meat  condemned  and 
reason  for  condemnation. 


Year 

Cows 

Heifers 

Bullocks 

Bulls 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

1941 

2301 

2433 

2998 

187 

5034 

48261 

4192 

65406 

1942 

2109 

2751 

3895 

181 

8081 

62171 

1144 

80332 

1943 

2532 

2299 

3758 

183 

10444 

48843 

690 

68755 

1944 

2678 

2138 

2435 

170 

9544 

45027 

091 

63283 

1945 

2837 

2686 

4402 

192 

10764 

40450 

1258 

62049 

1940 

4075 

2391 

4968 

154 

11071 

54015 

607 

77881 

1947 

3224 

2273 

4093 

108 

7929 

24932 

290 

42849 

1948 

4075 

1938 

3397 

129 

7589 

36016 

550 

63693 

1949 

4610 

2230 

2091 

204 

0202 

34276 

711 

50924 

1950 

5006 

4127 

3249 

303 

7257 

30593 

2032 

59107 

1951 

5301 

5119 

3370 

294 

7408 

34885 

4248 

00601 

1952 

3749 

4540 

2889 

175 

7477 

38212 

7663 

64711 

1953 

5719 

3205 

3164 

213 

5198 

40101 

7493 

71153 

1954 

3972 

4883 

3021 

118 

3019 

59309 

15750 

90132 

1955 

2120 

4917 

4249 

39 

1358 

47851 

18087 

78027 

1956 

1946 

4410 

6810 

29 

1989 

59115 

17044 

91349 

1957 

2239 

4209 

7213 

25 

1713 

64211 

17300 

97733 
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Meat  Condemned. 


1st  January, 

1957  to 

31st  December,  1957. 

Abscessed 

13366 

Brought  forward  ... 

93877 

Actine  ... 

540 

Fractured 

117 

Arthritic 

1673 

Immature 

196 

Adhesions 

1775 

Jaundice 

1416 

Anaemia 

43 

Jointill  

1597 

Angeoma 

120 

Mastitis  

3709 

Bone  Taint 

659 

Lymphatic 

50 

Bruised 

3361 

Moribund  

1450 

Cadavers 

354 

Navelill  

60 

Cirrhotic 

4 

Neoplasms  

2 

C.  Bovis 

220 

Nephritis  

2353 

Congestive 

1868 

Oedema  

55 

Decomposition 

181 

Parasites 

8792 

Diamonds 

16 

Parturition 

1292 

Dropsy 

1294 

Pleurisy  

811 

Deformed 

3 

Pneumonia 

581 

Emaciation 

115 

Septic  

10461 

Empyaema 

640 

Suppurative 

11 

Enteric 

6 

T.B 

68637 

Erysipelas 

980 

Tumours  

205 

Fevered 

3023 

Urticaria  

255 

Fluke 

63636 

Xanthosis 

150 

Carried 

forward 

93877 

Pericarditis 

1319 

197396 


Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954.  The  Local  Authority’s  resolution  under  Section 
4 (2)  of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954  that  no  private  slaughterhouse  licence  will 
be  renewed  or  granted  in  Blackpool  in  the  future,  is  still  in  force. 

Cysticercus  Bovis.  The  department  is  continuing  its  special  technique  in  the 
examination  of  carcases  for  the  presence  of  Cysticercus  Bovis,  and  it  will  be  seen 
from  the  undermentioned  table  that  the  number  of  infected  cattle  has  reduced 
considerably  during  the  year.  This  position  is  most  encouraging  but  there  has 
been  no  relaxation  in  the  inspection  of  carcases  as  it  is  still  felt  that  in  the 
interests  of  public  health  this  work  should  continue.  An  example  of  this  decline 
is  shown  by  a comparison  with  a previous  year,  1952,  taken  at  random. 


Incidence  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  in  animals  slaughtered  at  Blackpool 

Abattoirs  during  1952. 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October  | 

November 

December 

TOTAL 

aughtcred 

616 

499 

387 

631 

355 

289 

1344 

2204 

18.59 

1612 

909 

654 

11359 

fested 

6 

14 

4 

10 

8 

6 

42 

51 

35 

24 

8 

11 

219 

sr  Cent 

.97 

2.8 

1.0 

1.6 

2.3 

2.1 

3.1 

2.3 

1.0 

1.5 

.9 

1.7 

1.9 
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Incidence  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  in  animals  slaughtered  at  Blackpool 

Abattoirs  during  1957. 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

TOTAL 

Slaughtered 

1188 

1042 

1042 

999 

1025 

1000 

1367 

1369 

1320 

1157 

1149 

1028 

13686 

Infested 

1 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

e 

Per  Cent 

.09 

.38 

— 

— 

.1 

— 

.15 

— 

— 

— 

.09 

— 

.07 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known)  

11447 

2239 

1713 

64211 

18123 

— 

Number  inspected  

11447 

2239 

1713 

64211 

18123 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

4 

12 

35 

44 

77 

6235 

1426 

19 

2845 

1406 

— 

54.5 

64.2 

3.2 

4.6 

8.2 

— 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis  

n 

10 

6 

Nil 

9 

— 

1049 

470 

— 

— 

633 

— 

9.2 

21.4 

.35 

— 

3.5 

— 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration  

Generalised  and  totally  condemned  ... 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sale  of  Horseflesh.  There  are  no  shops  in  the  town  selling  horse  flesh  for 
human  consumption. 


Disposal  of  Condemned  Meat  and  Other  Food.  There  has  been  no  change 
in  the  department  s arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  condemned  meat  and  other 
foods.  The  details  are  contained  in  my  1956  Report. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER,  1957. 

Although  the  Police  Department  is  responsible  for  the  licensing  of  premises 
under  the  above  Act,  the  Department’s  Officers  report  on  all  applications  and 
recommendations  are  forwarded  to  the  Chief  Constable.  169  visits  were  made  in 
this  connection  during  the  year. 
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List  of  Foodstuffs  Condemned  during  1957. 

During  the  past  twelve  months,  the  undermentioned  foodstuffs  were  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  This  is  in  addition  to  the  meat  condemned  at 
the  Public  Slaughterhouse  : — 


Units 

Pounds 

Bags /Boxes 

Tins/ Jars 

Biscuits  



Meat  (tinned)  



4390 

8 

1573 

Bacon  and  Ham  

1 

4650 



463 

Fish  (fresh)  

324 

1 

— 

Shellfish  



46 

— 

70 

Fruit  (fresh) 



25 

50 

— 

Vegetables  (fresh)  

— 

112 

1 

1 

Meat  (fresh) 

— 

731 

— 

5 

Fish  (tinned)  

1 

109 

— 

191 

Fruit  (tinned)  

51 

3186 

3 

3580 

Vegetables  (tinned) 

1301 

110.8 

— 

2305 

Milk  (tinned)  

119 

189 

— 

000 

Butter  and  Fats  

1 

— 

1 

.Tams  and  Marmalades,  etc. 



90 

— 

105 

Bread  



— 

— 

Tea  and  Coffee  





4 

4 

Rabbits  

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Poultry  



125 

4 

61 

Cheese 



152 

1 

15 

Eggs  (Dried) 

— 

568 

1 

14 

Cereals  

— 

07 

— 

45 

Sweets 



5 

— 

56 

Soup  

— 

77 

1 

508 

Miscellaneous  

— 

40 

18 

321 

1473 

10013 

98 

9984 

Foreign  Matter  in  Food.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  public  are  year  by 
year  becoming  more  hygiene  minded,  particularly  as  far  as  foodstuffs  are  concerned. 
They  are  encouraged  to  bring  complaints  of  this  nature  to  the  attention  of  my 
Department  and  although  a reduced  number  of  cases  was  reported  during  the  year, 
constant  vigilance  must  be  exercised  in  order  that  such  complaints  may  be  abrogated. 

The  following  were  brought  to  my  notice  and  the  complaints  were 
investigated  : — 

Foreign  matter  in  loaf  of  bread. 

Foreign  matter  in  can  of  peas. 

Foreign  matter  in  tin  of  corned  beef. 

Foreign  matter  in  packet  of  powdered  soup. 

Stalls  on  the  Sands.  Periodic  visits  have  been  made  by  the  staff  to  ensure  that 
there  was  compliance  with  the  Local  Authority’s  Byelaws  made  under  Section  15 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  survey  which 
was  carried  out  last  year  has  resulted  in  the  stallholders  maintaining  a good  standard 
of  hygiene  and  having  their  stalls  fitted  up  in  accordance  with  the  Department’s 
requirements. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  1955. 

As  previously  reported  it  is  estimated  that  there  are  approximately  ten  to  eleven 
thousand  premises  in  the  Borough  which  come  within  the  purview  of  these  regula- 
tions and  steady  progress  has  been  made  in  this  most  important  work.  During 
the  year  initial  visits  to  these  premises  numbered  1713  and  in  addition  2530  re-visits 
were  made.  Since  the  regulations  came  into  operation  a total  of  2389  first  inspec- 
tions to  premises  and  2726  re-visits  have  been  made. 

Of  this  total  number  of  initial  visits  made,  the  occupiers  of  1396  premises  were 
notified  regarding  items  of  contravention  of  the  Act  at  their  premises.  Re-visits 
showed  that  148  premises  had  been  made  to  comply  in  all  respects  with  the  regula- 
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tions  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  good  progress  was  being  made  in  most  of  the  other 
cases.  It  is  anticipated  that  during  the  next  year  the  majority  of  premises  visited 
will  fully  comply. 


The  Local  Authority  are  appreciative  of  the  co-operation  and  willingness  of 
the  various  trades  and  organisations  in  this  matter. 


Food  Premises.  The  following  is  a list  of  shops  in  the  borough  where  food  is 
exposed  for  sale  : 


Butchers’  meat  

229 

Fish  and  Greengrocery 

115 

Grocery,  Provisions  and  Confectionery  ... 

523 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  Tea  Rooms 

229 

Sweet  Confectionery 

169 

Tripe  Shops  . ..  ...  ...  

75 

Oyster  Stalls.  

11 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

145 

Twelve  premises  are  regis- 


Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951. 

tered  under  Section  2 of  the  Act,  i.e.  premises  where  filling  materials  are  used. 
No  premises  are  registered  under  either  Section  6 or  7,  i.e.  premises  where  rag 
flock  is  manufactured  or  stored. 


During  the  year,  10  samples  were  taken  and  the  analyst’s  reports  showed  that 
nine  conformed  to  the  prescribed  standard. 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926.  During  the  year  attention  of  the  butchers  in  the 
town  was  drawn  especially  to  the  labelling  of  meat  and  the  greengrocers  to  the 
proper  labelling  of  fruit. 


Milk  Supply.  The  following  is  a list  of  milk  purveyors  in  the  borough  : 


Milk  Stores  (large  depots)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Milk  shops  selling  by  retail  (loose  milk) 

Dairymen’s  premises  (not  including  farmers) 22 

Distributors  of  bottled  milk  from  retail  shops 315 

Dairymen  using  registered  dairies  other  than  own  premises  ...  31 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1949  to  1954.  The  following  licences 
under  the  above  regulations  were  in  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year  1957  : 

Licensed  Bottling  Establishments. : 


Tuberculin  Tested — at  Farms  

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dealers’  Licences  : 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  82 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  297 

Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  240 

Supplementary  Licences  : 

Tuberculin  Tested  6 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  8 

Sterilised  4 

Total  Milk  Distributors 375 


CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  MILK. 

The  number  of  milk  samples  taken  during  the  year  was  144  and  of  these  116 
proved  satisfactory/. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

The  following  tables  show  the  results  of  samples  taken  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Regulations,  1949  to  1954. 

Methylene  Blue  Test. 


Grade  of  Milk 

Outside  the  Borough 

Inside  the  Borough 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

T.T 

44 

7 

4 

T.T.  Pasteurised  

72 





P.asteurised  

72 

— 

48 

— 

Phosphatase  Test. 


Outside  the  Borough 

Inside  the  Borough 

Grade  of  Milk 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  

72 

Pasteurised  

72 

— 

48 

— 

Turbidity  Test. 


Outside  the  Borough 

Inside  the  Borough 

Grade  of  Milk 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Sterilised 

75 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Supply,  etc.  The  report  set  out  below  was  submitted  to  the  Related 
Health  Services  Committee,  and  shows  in  detail  the  action  taken  by  the  Department 
in  connection  with  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 

1.  Introduction. 

Compared  with  1956  two  factors  are  noteworthy  for  their  effect  on  the  pattern 
of  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream  during  1957,  namely  the  re-allocation  of 
stands  on  the  sands  and  the  increased  use  of  soft — ice  cream  machines. 

Following  the  re-allocation  of  stands  on  the  sands  there  was  an  increased 
proportion  of  sales  of  ice  cream  manufactured  outside  the  Borough  and  a corres- 
ponding decrease  of  the  locally  manufactured  product.  One  manufacturer  having 
lost  sites  found  it  would  be  better  to  cease  using  his  own  plant  and  to  combine 
with  another  manufacturer. 

The  large  stores  and  central  areas  provide  the  necessary  concentration  of 
customers  to  warrant  the  installing  of  the  soft  ice  cream  machines.  An  increase 
of  three  was  noted  during  the  year. 

A third  factor,  not  essentially  public  health,  was  to  be  found  in  the  weather, 
a good  early  summer  being  offset  by  a very  poor  mid  and  late  summer,  unfortunately 
covering  most  of  the  “peak”  season. 

The  number  of  purveyors  has  remained  practically  static  ; thirty  five  persons 
registered  as  purveyors  during  the  year,  but  these  have  been  balanced  against 
purveyors  who  are  known  to  be  no  longer  selling  ice  cream  or  against  incoming 
occupiers  who  have  not  continued  the  selling  of  ice  cream  on  taking  over. 
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Mix 

1039 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1 957 

Manufacturers 

Heat  Treated 
Cold 

Total 

72 

23 

24 

2 

23 

1 

21 

2 

23 

2 

96 

26 

24 

23 

25 

Purveyors 

Heat  Treated 
Cold 

Total 

219 

23 

418 

2 

408 

1 

390 

2 

388 

2 

242 

420 

409 

392 

390 

2.  Premises. 

The  structural  condition  of  the  premises  used  in  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream 
remains  satisfactory. 


Class  of  Manufacture 

No.  of  Rooms  available 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Total. 

Heat  Treated  Mix  ... 

Cold  Mix  

3 

16 

2 

4 

23 

2 

Total  

3 

18 

4 

25 

Supervision  has  been  maintained  of  the  sale  of  ice  cream  from  stalls  of  various 
kinds  and  vehicles.  In  connection  with  the  changes  in  traders  on  stands  on  the 
sands,  in  co-operation  with  the  Borough  Treasurer  who  provided  details  of  lettings, 
the  licensees  were  contacted  and  the  vans  inspected  to  ensure  compliance  with 
relevant  Bye-laws  and  Regulations.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  issue  of  a 
licence  is  conditioned  upon  the  use  of  a van  or  stall  satisfactory  to  the  Local 
Authority. 

3.  Equipment. 

During  the  year  equipment  used  in  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  has  been 
mainained  in  compliance  with  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.,)  Regulations, 
1947  to  1952.  15. 

4.  Sampling. 

For  the  purpose  of  analysis  28  samples  have  been  taken  for  chemical  and 
62  for  bacteriological  examination. 

5.  Chemical. 

(a)  Throughout  1957  the  composition  of  ice  cream  has  been  governed  by  the 
Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  Order,  1953.  Under  this  Order  the  ice  cream  must 
contain  a minimum  of  5%  Fat,  10%  sugar  and  7^%  milk  solids  other  than  fat. 

In  the  Order  variations  are  allowed  in  the  case  of  ice  cream  containing  fruit 
and  for  Kosher  ice  cream. 

All  the  samples  satisfied  the  requirement  of  the  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream) 
Oi-der,  1953. 

(b)  A comparative  classification  of  the  fat  content  in  the  samples  for  the  two 
years  1957  and  1956  is  shown  in  the  following  tables. 


Classification  Fat  Content  % 

1057. 

1956. 

Over 

3 

Below 

4 

Over 

4 

Below 

6 

Over 

5 

Below 

6 

4 

4 

Over 

6 

Below 

7 

3 

4 

Over 

7 

Below 

8 

3 

Over 

8 

Below 

9 

4 

3 

Over 

9 

Below 

10  

3 

4 

Over 

10 

12 

13 

Totals 

28 

31 
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Samples  taken  on  the  sands  gave  the  following  fat  percentages  in  relation  to 
the  respective  manufacturers  coded  A to  F. 


Manufacturer 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

% Fat  

11.1 

9.0 

12.1 

8.0 

8.0 

8.6 

Under  paragraph  5 (a)  it  is  noted  that  in  relation  to  the  fat  content  the  legally 
prescribed  minimum  is  5 % . However,  by  a special  condition  inserted  in  licences 
to  trade  on  the  sands,  it  is  required  that  ice  cream  sold  from  stalls  on  the  sands, 
must  contain  not  less  than  8%  fat. 

6.  Bacteriolc^cal. 

The  following  table  shows  the  grading  of  the  62  samples  submitted  for  examina- 
tion by  the  methylene  blue  test. 


Provisional  Grade 

Class  of  Mix 

Totals 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Heat  Treated 

37 

5 

12 

5 

50 

Cold  

o 

— 

1 

3 

Total  

39 

5 

13 

5 

62 

70.9  were  within  Grades  1 and  2 as  compared  with  69.4%  during  1956. 

29.1  were  within  Grades  3 and  4 as  compared  with  30.6%  during  1956. 

Summary. 

The  overall  number  of  manufacturers  and  purveyors  remained  fairly  static. 

The  manufacturers  are  to  be  commended  on  producing  ice  cream  of  a quality 
satisfying  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  Order,  1953  and 
also  the  special  standard  for  sands  traders.  No  sample  fell  below  the  prescribed 
standard. 

Sampling  for  bacteriological  purposes  was  hampered  by  the  poor  weather, 
resulting  in  a low  level  of  production.  One  manufacturer  ceased  both  production 
and  selling  about  mid-July.  However,  samples  taken  indicate  generally  satisfactory 
conditions. 
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County  Borough  of  Blackpool. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 


jifonnal 

Formal 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

Ref. 

No. 

Nature  of  Sani[)le 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

Ref. 

No. 

— 

— 



Almonds  (Ground)  

3 

1 

— 

— 

Angelica  





— 

1 

24 

Aunim  Ambrosium  



1 

— 

— 

Bakewell  Tart  Mixture 





1 

— 

— 

Baking  Powder 

3 



1 

— 

— 

Beans  and  Sausage  in  Tomato  Sauce 



1 

— 

— 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Blancmange  Powder  ... 



— 

— 

— 

Breadcrumbs  (with  colouring) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Butter  

09 

— 

— 

— 

Cake  covering  (chocolate)  

1 



— 

— 

— 

Cake  Mixture 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Cake  mix.  Fruit  

1 

1 

— 

— 

Camphorated  Oil  

1 

— 

— 

Cassia  (Ground)  

__ 

1 

— 



Cheese  Food  



3 

— 

— 

Cheese  Spread 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Cherries  (Cocktail)  

— 

1 

320 

Cherries  (Glace)  

3 

1 

— 

— 

Chicklettes  

— 

— 

— 

Chico  (Coffee  flavoured  beverage)  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Cider  Vinegar  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Citrose  (Glucose  drink) 



1 

— 

— 

Cockles  

— 

— 

— 

Coconut  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Coconut  (dessicated) 

1 

1 



_ 

Coffee  

Coffee  and  chicory  essence  ... 

9 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Coffee  (Essence  of) 



1 

— 

— 

Coffee  Essence  (Dandelion)  ... 



1 

z 

Coffee,  Extract 

Coffee  (Instant)  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Condiment  (non-brewed) 

4 

8 

1 

19 

Confections,  Sweets 

1 

1 
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— 

— 

— 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Crab  (dressed)  

1 

— 

— 

Cream  (double)  

1 

— 

— 

Cream  (Imitation)  



1 

— 

— 

Creamola  Foam  Crystals 

— 

— 

— 

Cream  of  Tarter 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Crystals  (lemon  flavour) 



2 

z 

— 

Currants  

Currie  Powder  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dates 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Dessert  (Pineapple)  ... 

1 



— 

— 

— 

Dripping 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Pigs  (Dessert)  ... 

1 

— 



Fish  Cakes 

— 

— 

— 

Pish  Paste 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Flour 

2 

— 

— 

Flour  (self  raising) 



1 

— 

— 

Froment  ’ (Pure  wheat  embryo) 



— 

— 

— 

Fruit  (mixed) 

2 



2 

— 

— 

Ginger  (ground) 

1 

— 



— 

— 

— 

Colden  raising  powder 

1 



4 

— 

— 

Gravy  Browning 





1 

1 

26 

Honey 



1 

— 

— 

Horseradish  Relish 

11 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream 

17 

2 

— 

— 

Ice-lolly 

1 

— 

— 

Iodine  (2J  % in  alcohol)  ... 







4 

— 

— 

•lam 



— 

1 

309 

.Telly  Crystals 







3 

— 

— 

•Telly  (table) 

1 

__ 



— 

— 

— 

Lard  

10 



2 

— 

— 

Lemon  Curd 





— 

— 

Lemon,  orange  and  citron  ... 

1 





1 

— 

— 

Margarine 

6 





3 

— 

— 

Margarine  (10%  Butter)  

2 



— 

1 

— 

— 

Marzipan  







1 

— 

— 

Mayonnai.se  







— 

1 

345 

Meat  (Luncheon,  pork)  





_ 

1 

— 

— 

Meat  paste  

1 

— 



47 

11 

89,  90, 

Milk  

09 

17 

32,  33,  56,  68, 

1 

91,  92, 
96,  182, 
257,  258. 
260,  294, 
130. 

135 

Mineral  Water  ... 

61,  64,  121,  126, 
128,  140,  142, 

143.  211,  213, 

214,  216. 

— 

— 

— 

Mint  (Dried)  

2 

1 

— 

— 

Mint  jelly  





— 

— 

Mint  in  vinegar  (garden) 





1 

— 

— 

Mussels  (in  pure  vinegar) 

— 





1 

Mustard  (prepared  T5nglish) 

— 

— 

— 
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I 

nformal 

Formal 

Oenuins 

Not 

Genuine 

Ref. 

No. 

Nature  of  Sample 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

Ref. 

No. 

1 

_ 

Mustard  (prepared  French) 

1 

— 

— 

Mustard  Sauce  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Olive  Oil  

— 





1 

— 

— 

Olive  (Manzilla),  stuffed  with  PimienU 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Onions  (pickled) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Oranges  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

60 

Orange  Drink 

— 

1 

103 



— 

— 

Orange,  .Jaffa  .Juice,  sweetened 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ox  Tongue  (canned) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Peas  (garden,  tinned)  

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Peel  (mixed)  

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pepper  (white) 

7 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pineapple  pulp  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pork  roll  (stuffed)  

— 

— 

— 

_ 





Prunes  

1 

— 

— 

2 





Puff  Pastry  Mix  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Raspberry  Crystals  

— 

— 

— 

1 



— 

Rice  (ground) 

— 

— 

— 





Rice  (jreamola 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Rubbing  Oils 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sage  (Dried)  

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Salad  Cream  

— 

— 

— 



1 

36 

Salmon  

— 

— 

— 

2 





Salmon  Spread 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sanatogen  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sardines  (in  pure  olive  oil) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sardines  (Portuguese,  in  tomato  sauce 

— 

— 

— 

2 



— 

Sauce  

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

Sauce  (Fniit) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

382 

Sausage  (beef)  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sausage  (pork)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Semolina  

1 

— 



2 

— 

Shrimps  (pickled)  

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Shrimps  (picked)  

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

Shrimps  (potted) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sodium  Bicarbonate  ... 

1 



— 

7 

— 

— 

Soft  Drinks  

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Snig  Oil  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sponge  Mixture  

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stuffing,  Sage  and  Onion  Savory  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Suet  (shredded  beef) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sultanas 

— 

1 

402 

1 

— 

— 

Tea  Cakes,  buttered 

— 





1 

— 

— 

Tomato  Juice 

— 





2 

— 

— 

Tomato  Ketchup 

— 

— 



1 

— 

— 

Vegetables,  Prepared  Mixed 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Vinegar  (malt)  

12 

— 

— 

178 

21 

— 

217 

20 

— 

Remarks  on  Irregular  or  Adulterated  Samples. 

Buttermints  Informal  Sample  No.  19  The  sample  was  of  sugar  confec- 

tionery containing  a negligible  propor- 
tion of  butter. 


Aurum  Informal  Sample  No.  24 

Ambrosium 


Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee. 

Formal  Sample  taken. 


The  sample  was  of  medicated 
honey  the  composition  of  which  did 
not  conform  to  the  declaration  on  the 
label  of  the  article. 

Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee  and  the  Town 
Clerk  was  requested  to  send  a warning 
letter  to  the  manufacturer. 
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Honey  Informal  Sample  No.  26 


Milk  Formal  Sample  No.  32 


Milk  Formal  Sample  No.  33 


Salmon  Spread  Informal  Sample  No.  36 


Milk  Formal  Sample  No.  56 


Milk  Formal  Sample  No.  57 


Milk  Formal  Sample  No.  58 


The  sample  was  genuine  honey  but 
a leaflet  issued  with  the  article  stating 
the  vitamin  food  value  of  the  honey 
was  not  in  the  prescribed  form. 

Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee  and  the  Town 
Clerk  was  requested  to  send  a warning 
letter  to  the  manufacturers  drawing 
attention  to  the  provisions  of  Article 
9(C)  of  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order. 

The  sample  was  genuine  but 
abnormal  milk  deficient  in  solids-not- 
fat  to  the  extent  of  1.1  per  cent. 

Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee  and  referred  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as 
the  milk  was  sterilised  at  premises  in 
the  area  of  the  Lancashire  County 
Council. 

The  sample  was  genuine  but 
abnormal  milk  deficient  in  solids-not- 
fat  to  the  extent  of  1.1  per  cent. 

Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Commitee  and  referred  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as 
the  milk  was  produced  and  bottled  at 
a farm  in  the  area  of  the  Lancashire 
County  Council. 

The  sample  was  salmon  spread 
contaminated  with  tea  leaves. 

Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee.  No  further  action 
taken  as  the  contamination  probably 
occurred  in  the  home  of  the 
complainant. 

The  sample  was  genuine  but 
abnormal  milk  deficient  in  solids-not- 
fat  to  the  extent  of  3.5  per  cent. 

Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee  and  referred  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Blackburn 
as  the  milk  was  pasteurised  and  bottled 
at  premises  in  Blackburn. 

The  sample  was  deficient  in  solids- 
not-fat  to  the  extent  of  2.3  per  cent. 

Action  taken  as  for  sample  No.  56. 

The  sample  was  genuine  but 
abnormal  milk  deficient  in  solids-not- 
fat  to  the  extent  of  1.1.  per  cent. 

Action  taken  as  for  sample  No.  56. 
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Milk 


Milk 


Orange  Drink 


Buttermints 


Milk 


Milk 


Milk 


Milk 


Formal  Sample  No.  61  The  sample  was  genuine  but 

abnormal  milk  deficient  in  solids-not- 
fat  to  the  extent  of  1.1  per  cent. 

Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee  and  referred  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  the 
milk  was  produced  and  bottled  at 
premises  in  the  area  of  the  Lancashire 
County  Council. 


Formal  Sample  No.  64  The  sample  was  genuine  but 

abnormal  milk  deficient  in  solids-not- 
fat  to  the  extent  of  1.1  per  cent. 

Action  taken  as  for  sample  No.  61. 


Informal  Sample  No.  66  The  sample  was  deficient  in  orange 

content. 

Formal  sample  taken. 


Formal  Sample  No.  67  The  sample  was  sugar  confec- 

tionery containing  less  than  one  per 
cent,  of  butter. 

Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee.  The  Town  Clerk 
was  requested  to  write  to  the  manu- 
facturers, who  are  only  established  in 
a small  way  trading  mainly  locally, 
drawing  their  attention  to  the  Code  of 
Practice  and  stressing  the  importance 
of  complying  with  it. 


Informal  Sample  No.  89  The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 

the  extent  of  6.6  per  cent. 

Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee. 

Formal  sample  taken. 

Informal  Sample  No.  90  The  sample  was  genuine  but 

abnormal  milk  deficient  in  solids-not- 
fat  to  the  extent  of  3.5  per  cent. 

No  action  as  the  deficiency  was  not 
due  to  the  presence  of  extraneous  water. 


Informal  Sample  No.  91  The  sample  was  genuine  but 

abnormal  milk  deficient  in  solids-  not- 
fat  to  the  extent  of  2.3  per  cent. 

No  action  as  the  deficiency  was  not 
due  to  the  presence  of  extraneous 
water. 


Informal  Sample  No.  92  The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 

the  extent  of  3.3  per  cent. 

Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee. 

Formal  sample  taken. 
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Milk 


Orange 


Milk 


Milk 


Milk 


Mineral 


Milk 


Milk 


Milk 


Informal  Sample  No.  95 


Drink  Formal  Sample  No.  103 


Formal  Sample  No.  121 


Formal  Sample  No.  126 


Formal  Sample  No.  128 


Water  Informal  Sample  No.  135 


Formal  Sample  No.  140 


Formal  Sample  No.  142 


Formal  Sample  No.  143 


The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 
the  extent  of  6.6  per  cent. 

Action  as  for  sample  No.  92. 

The  Sample  was  deficient  in  orange 
juice. 

Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee  and  the  Town 
Clerk  was  authorised  to  send  a warning 
letter  to  the  supplier  of  the  drink. 

The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 
the  extent  of  10  per  cent.  Reported 
to  the  Related  Health  Services 
Committee  and  referred  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  milk  was 
produced  at  premises,  in  the  area  of  the 
Lancashire  County  Council. 

The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 
the  extent  of  3.3  per  cent.  Action 
taken  as  for  sample  No.  121  above. 

The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 
the  extent  of  3.3  per  cent.  Action 
taken  as  for  sample  No.  121  above. 

The  mineral  water  was  contained 
in  a bottle  contaminated  with  paraffin. 
Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee  and  the  Town 
Clerk  was  requested  to  send  an  appro- 
priate letter  to  the  manufacturers.  It 
is  probable  that  the  contamination 
resulted  from  previous,  misuse  of  the 
bottle  causing  the  rubber  washer  on 
the  stopper  to  become  impregnated. 

The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 
the  extent  of  13.3  per  cent.  Reported 
to  the  Related  Health  Services 
Committee  and  the  Town  Clerk  was 
requested  to  send  an  appropriate  letter 
to  the  milk  producer. 

The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 
the  extent  of  20  per  cent.  .Action  taken 
as  for  sample  No.  140  above. 

The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 
the  extent  of  3.3  per  cent.  Action 
taken  as  for  sample  No.  140  above. 

NOTE: — "Appeal  to  Cow”  samples 
taken  have  proved  to  be  satisfactor\’. 
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Milk 


Milk 


Milk 


Milk 


Milk 


Milk 


Milk 


Milk 


Informal  Sample  No.  182  The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 

the  extent  of  6.6  per  cent.  Reported 
to  the  Related  Health  Services 
Committee.  Formal  Sample  taken, 
see  samples  Nos.  211,  213,  214  and 
216. 

Formal  Sample  No.  211  The  sample  was  genuine  but 

abnormal  milk  deficient  in  solids-not- 
fat  to  the  extent  of  2.3  per  cent.  The 
freezing  point  of  the  sample  indicated 
that  the  deficiency  was  not  caused  by 
the  presence  of  extraneous  water. 
Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Sei'vices  Committee  and  referred  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as 
the  milk  was  produced  at  premises  in 
the  Lancashire  County  Council  area. 

Formal  Sample  No.  213  The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 

the  extent  of  5 per  cent.  Action  taken 
as  for  sample  No.  211  above. 

Formal  Sample  No.  214  The  sample  was  genuine  but 

abnormal  milk  deficient  in  solids-not- 
fat  to  the  extent  of  2.3  per  cent.  The 
freezing  point  of  the  sample  indicated 
that  the  deficiency  was  not  caused  by 
the  presence  of  extraneous  water. 

Formal  Sample  No.  216  The  sample  was  genuine  but 

abnormal  milk  deficient  in  solids-not- 
fat  to  the  extent  of  7 per  cent.  The 
freezing  point  of  the  sample  indicated 
that  the  deficiency  was  not  caused  by 
the  presence  of  extraneous  water. 
Action  taken  as  for  sample  No.  211. 

Informal  Sample  No.  257  The  sample  contained  not  less 

than  3.5  per  cent,  of  extraneous  water. 

Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee.  Referred  for 
action  to  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  as  the  milk  was  supplied 
from  premises  in  the  area  of  the 
Lancashire  County  Council. 

Informal  Sample  No.  258  The  sample  contained  not  less  than 

3.5  per  cent,  of  extraneous  water. 

Action  as  for  sample  No.  257. 

Informal  Sample  No.  260  The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 

the  extent  of  3.3  per  cent. 

A formal  sample  was  taken  from 
the  same  supplier  and  this  proved  to  be 
satisfactory. 
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Milk 


Jelly  Crystals 


Glace  Cherries 


Milk 


Pork  Luncheon 
Meat 


Beef  Sausage 


Sultanas 


Informal  Sample  No,  294  The  sample  contained  12.9  per 

cent,  of  extraneous  water. 

Action  as  for  sample  No.  257. 

Informal  Sample  No.  309  The  sample  did  not  comply  with 

the  setting  test  prescribed  in  the  Food 
Standards  (Table  Jellies)  Order,  1949. 
Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee.  Formal  Sample 
taken  and  found  to  be  genuine. 

Informal  Sample  No.  320  The  sample  was  infested  with 

maggots  and  their  eggs  and  was  unfit 
for  human  consumption.  Reported  to 
the  Related  Health  Services  Committee. 
The  attention  of  the  suppliers  has  been 
drawn  to  the  matter  and  a formal 
sample  since  taken  proved  to  be  satis- 
factory. 

Informal  Sample  No.  330  The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 

the  extent  of  13.3  per  cent.  Reported 
to  the  Related  Health  Services 

Committee.  Formal  Sample  taken  and 
found  to  be  genuine. 

Informal  Sample  No.  345  The  sample  was  contaminated 

ihroughout  with  minute  particles  or 
‘ specks  ’ ’ of  artificial  colouring 
matter. 

Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee  and  in  agreement 
with  the  suppliers  the  affected  cans 
were  voluntarily  surrendered. 

Informal  Sample  No,  382  The  sample  contained  sulphur 

dioxide  preservative,  the  presence  of 
which  was  not  declared.  Reported  to 
the  Related  Health  Services  Committee. 

Arrangements  were  made  with  the 
proprietor  of  the  shop  to  have  a notice 
regarding  the  use  of  preservatives  to  be 
displayed  in  the  window  so  as  to  be 
clearly  visible  to  customers.  The  Town 
Clerk  was  requested  to  send  a warning 
letter  to  the  retailer. 

Formal  Sample  No.  402  The  sample  showed  evidence  of 

slight  infestation  with  insect  eggs  and 
excrement.  Reported  to  the  Related 
Health  Services  Committee. 

The  remainder  of  the  stock  was 
voluntarily  surrendered  and  the  matter 
is  being  further  investigated  by  a public 
analyst  engaged  by  the  firm  involved. 
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Total  number  of  samples  taken  : 

(a)  Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  ...  436 

Genuine  395 

Not  Genuine  41 

(b)  Under  the  Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act,  1941  12 

Genuine  ...  12 

Not  Genuine  ...  ...  . 


Analyst’s  Remuneration  : — Fees  in  accordance  with  the  Joint  Negotiating 
Committee's  Scale  for  Public  Analysts. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926.... During  the  year  16  samples  were 
taken  and  the  results  received  from  the  Public  Analyst  are  set  out  below  ; — 


Informal 

Nature  of  Sample 

Formal 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

Ref. 

No. 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

Ref. 

No. 

— 

— 

— 

Bone  Meal  Fertiliser 

1 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Compound  Fish  Manure  

1 



1 

— 

— 

Fison’s  Flower  Fertiliser 







— 

— 

— 

Intensive  Growing  Mash 

1 





— 

1 

13 

.Tolm  limes  Base  Fertiliser 



1 

14 

1 

— 

— 

Laver’s  Mash 

— 





— 

— 

— 

National  Growmore  Fertiliser 



1 

8 

1 

— 

— 

Soluble  Blood 



__ 

1 

— 

— 

Sow  and  Weaner  Pig  Meal  ... 







1 

— 

— 

Sulphate  of  Potash 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

2 

3 

— 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  those  samples  did  not  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Act  is  detailed  below  : — 

Formal  Sample  No.  8 The  sample  contained  0.9  per  cent. 

more  nitrogen  than  the  amount 
declared.  The  excess,  which  is  not  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser,  is  0.15 
per  cent,  outside  the  limits  of  variation 
permitted  by  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding 
Stuffs  Regulations,  1955. 

Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee.  Referred  to  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector,  Hull.  Sample 
to  be  taken  by  him  at  place  of  manu- 
facture. 

Formal  Sample  No.  10  The  sample  contained  1.5  per  cent. 

more  phosphoric  acid  than  the  amount 
declared.  The  excess,  which  is  not  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser,  is  0.5 
per  cent,  outside  the  limits  of  variation 
permitted  by  the  Fertilisers  and  Feed- 
ing Stuffs  Regulations,  1955. 

Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee.  The  matter  was 
referred  to  the  Local  Authority  in  whose 
area  the  fertiliser  had  been  prepared. 


Bone  Meal 
Fertiliser 


National 

Growmore 

Fertiliser 
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John  Innes  Informal  Sample  No.  13 
Base 
Fertiliser 


John  Innes  Formal  Sample  No.  14 
Base 
Fertiliser 


The  sample  contained  1.6  per 
cent,  less  soluble  phosphoric  acid  than 
the  amount  declared.  The  sample  also 
contained  3.5  per  cent,  of  insoluble 
phosphoric  acid,  the  presence  of  which 
was  not  declared.  The  declarations 
required  for  a compound  fertiliser  of 
this  nature  are  : — nitrogen,  soluble 
phosphoric  acid,  insoluble  phosphoric 
acid  and  potash. 

Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services,  Committee. 


Formal  sample  taken.  See  Formal 
Sample  No.  14. 


The  sample  contained  1.8  per  cent, 
less  soluble  phosphoric  acid  than  the 
amount  declared,  equivalent  to  1.05 
per  cent,  outside  the  maximum  limit  of 
variation  permitted  by  the  Fertilisers 
and  Feeding  Stuffs  Regulations,  1955. 


Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee.  Referred  to  the 
Chief  Officer  of  the  Public  Control 
Department  London  County  Council  in 
whose  area  the  fertiliser  had  been 
manufactured.  The  reply  stated  that 
the  makers  had  taken  steps  to  comply 
with  the  necessary  requirements  of  the 
Regulations. 


PHARMACY  AND  MEDICINES  ACT,  1941. 


Informal 

Nature  of  Sample 

Formal 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

Ref. 

No. 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

Ref. 

No. 

1 

— 

— 

Aludrox  Amphoteric  Gel 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

Astringent  Rose  Gargle  

— 





1 

— 

— 

Bronchial  Balsam  







1 

— 

— 

Pamel  Syrup  





1 

— 

— 

Fenning’s  Fever  Mixture 





1 

— 

— 

Glycerine,  Oil  of  Lemon  and 

Purified  Honey  

_ 



1 

— 

— 

Metatone  

__ 

— 



1 

— 

■ 

Mijuidex  Syrup  

__ 



1 

— 

— 

Nerve  and  Restorative  Tonic 







1 

— 

— 

Nerve  Sedative  







1 

— 

— 

“ Revitone  ” Tonic 



— 

1 

— 

— 

Sinctus  of  Codeen  

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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PROSECUTIONS  DURING  1957. 


Month. 

Section. 

Contravention. 

Oc.tobpr 

Public  Health  Act,  1936, 

Section  93. 

Aocumulation  of  refuse  in  yard. 

Abatement  Order — 28  days. 

October 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955 

Regulation  16. 

No  wash  hand  basin.  Fined  £1. 

Regulation  23. 

Floors,  walls,  root  in  bad  state  of  repair 
and  dirty. 

Insufficient  drainage. 

Fined  £1. 

Regulation  8A. 

Food  placed  so  as  to  involve  risk  of 
contamination. 

Fined  £1. 

October 

Public  Health  Act,  1936, 

Section  93. 

Emission  of  Black  Smoke. 

Order  for  abatement  of  Nuisance  in  three 
months. 
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